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1950s America

• An era of prosperity after nearly 15 years of economic 
depression and wartime rationing

• Increased home and car ownership, along with consumer 
goods like televisions

• Post-war availability and affordability of modern technology 
to improve standard of living

Studebaker Commander
Kuhlenschmidt family collection
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Family Farms in the 1950s

Kuhlenschmidt family collection
Genealogy Division, Indiana State Library

93% married Hoosier men on rural 
farms in the labor force

12.3% married Hoosier women on 
rural farms in the labor force, low 
because all ages of women were 
working in the house supporting 
the farm workers.



Carl Eggert, Chief Interviewer
Indianapolis office of the Census Bureau
1949 Census of Business, Indianapolis

Indianapolis Star
April 17, 1949



1950 Census Dress Rehearsal
Usage of USPS Rural Free Delivery (RFD) boxes

Indianapolis Star
April 13, 1949

Rural Free Delivery (RFD) carrier, horse, and wagon
Greenfield, IN



Guides for 
Enumerators

“Pointers”

And 

Questions for 
women about 
total children 

born in lifetime
Fed Docs Collection, Indiana State Library Fed Docs Collection, Indiana State Library
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What’s On the 1950 Census?



Demographic Information
• House/apartment number

• Is this house on a farm?

• Name

• Role in household

• Race

• Sex

• Age

• Marital status

• Place of birth

• Naturalization status

Dunn family photo



Employment Information

• Did they have a job?

• Hours worked per week

• Type of job

• Industry

1950s Ayres employee newsletter
Indiana Digital Collection



Special
Sample Questions
• Asked the country of birth of the person’s 
parents

• Asked about education level

• Asked about income, whether from a job, 
investments, veteran’s benefits, etc.

• Asked about prior military service



Resulting 
1950 Census data: 

BABY BOOM!

Started in 1946 

GI population
◦ Came home from war
◦ Got married
◦ Started families

Lead to increased 
population for multiple 
generations nationwide

Kuhlenschmidt family collection
Genealogy Division, Indiana State Library



What were women doing 
during the census?

In the Labor Force

43.9 % of single women

21.3 % of married women

Kuhlenschmidt family collection
Genealogy Division, Indiana State Library



Top Occupations for 
People of Color, 14+
Men of Color

Metal Industries

Cleaners and Porters

Construction

Truck Drivers and 
Deliverymen

Women of Color

Private household workers 
(not live-in) and public 
service jobs

Manufacturing

Clerical workers

Teachers

The Indiana Album
Arnold Family Collection





Access to the 1950 Census records

National Archives website

https://1950census.archives.gov/

Ancestry.com at the Indiana State Library

Visit us! 

Monday-Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

https://www.in.gov/library/

https://1950census.archives.gov/
https://www.in.gov/library/


Helpful Tools for Census Research
• SteveMorse.org – One Stop shop for genealogical researchers, Customized tools including how 
to identify enumeration districts from a street address and a list of occupation codes

• City Directories – Available in print at the State Library, many also digitized by Ancestry.com and 
Internet Archive

• 1950census.archives.gov – Search the AI index of the 1950 Census for free

• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/decennial-
publications.1950.html - Access the official Census Bureau publications for the 1950 Census

• https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/data - 1950 Census published statistical data

• https://www.nhgis.org/ - Historical census data files

http://www.stevemorse.org/
https://archive.org/
https://1950census.archives.gov/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/decennial-publications.1950.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/decennial-publications.1950.html
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/data
https://www.nhgis.org/
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