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P-REBFAGH.

—

HE following work grew out of the additions and alterations found necessary in
using the ordinary form of Parish Register. Tt is published at the request of
"if sundry clergymen, by whose suggestions the plan has been much improved.
5 But it is based in great part, as every similar work must be, upon the admirable
form of Register published long ago by Messrs. STANFORD & SWORDS; to the author of
which the Church is indebted for the first and hitherto the only attempt to provide
for the proper collection and preservation of Parochial Records. It is hoped that the
improvements made upon that basis, and especially the additional forms contained
in this Register, will be considered a sufficient apology for its publication.

The chief objection likely to be made to the plan, is the difficulty, in large parishes,
of always obtaining and recording properly the details for which forms are provided.
To this may be answered:

1. Few will doubt that the full registration here provided for is desirable when

practicable.

9. Such full record will seldom be made, as all experience shows, without the use
of tabular forms.

3. A blank space or column, where all the details cannot be obtained, is better
than no provision for them, where they can and should be recorded.

4. The cases are, after all, rare, where « little care on the clergyman’s part will not
obviate all such difficulty. In the case of persons applying for the baptism of children,
a blank form to be filled up by the applicants, or by the clergyman from their answers,
will almost always effect the object. In a large parish, such blanks might be printed
for Families, Communicants, Marriages, Burials, &c., and accurate details obtained
with very little trouble either to rector or people.

In truth, the success and usefulness of this form, or indeed of any form of Parish
Ragister, will depend mainly upon one thing—the willingness of clergymen to bestow
as much care upon their Records, and to make their entries with as much fullness, neat-
ness and accuracy, as is required in the accounts of every business, however small and

unimportant.

G Wer B
New Harrrorp, W. N. Y., March 19, 1859.




HOW TO USE THIS BOOK.

.o

@ HE following suggestions and explanations may be of service to clergymen:

I.-_FAMILIES.

1. Arrange them in the order in which each family became connected with the Parish.

2. Give to each family less than twelve in number, the space across the page, between the horizontal red
lines; thus keeping each family distinct, and leaving room to nole subsequent changes, If the family
contains twelve or more names, combine two of the horizontal spaces.

Write the ordinal number I, II, III, IV, &c, under the heading *Number,” on the intersection of the

double red lines.

4. Tnsert the maiden name of the wife. Place the names of children immediately after those of parents, and
other names always in the second column.

5. The age recorded should correspond to the date in the first column.

6. The heading, B. C. C., indicates the abbreviations used respectively for those baptized, confirmed, or com-
municants.

7. Deaths may be indicated by the mark (*) immediately before the names: removed by the mark ().

8. A list of families thus will not need re-writing while the register lasts.

&

II.-_BAPTISMS.
1. Day and date. 'That is, ecclesiastical and civil date.
2. Place. If not in Church, state at what house.
3. In recording adult baptisms write “adult” under the surname.
4. Give the family name of the mother, the residence of the parents, and the residence and relationship to
the child, of sponsors other than parents,

. Every baptism should be authenticated if possible by the signature of the clergyman officiating.

6. Certifications of Private Baptisms which were not performed in the parish, may be noted on the last line
of the page; other certifications, under the “Day and Date” and “Place” of the Private Baptism.

O

III.—.CONFIRMED.
1. Give names in full. Note the place, if other than the church.
2. Baptism. If in the parish, a reference (by number or page) to entries or baptisms, is sufficient; if
elswhere, give the name of the Parish or religious body in which it was performed.

IV.—.COMMUNICANTS.
1. % Day and Date”—of reception, or first Communion in the parish.
9. % Number”—as in all cases, refers to the chronological order in which the names and dates should be
written.

. Write the year distinctly above the names added for that year, leaving a blank line above and below it.

4. The narrow column immediately before the name is intended to show at a glance the deaths (*),
removals (1), and suspensions or withdrawals ().

5. Write the maiden names of married women in a parenthesis before the surname; the surname added by
marriage after becoming a communicant, in a parenthesis affer the maiden name: E. G. Mrs. A—(B—C—;
Miss A—B—((). A representing the christian name; B the maiden name; C' the husband’s name.

6. ¢. A. R. Denote by C, those admilled to communion on their confirmation in the Parish; A, those
admitted otherwise, adding C, if subsequently confirmed; R, those received from another Parish. In the
laiter case give the name of the Parish “whence received.”

7. The name of the communicant returning after removal, should as a general rule be re-entered at the foot
of the list. Except in such cases, no name need be recorded more than once. If the removal is tempo-
rary or uncertain, the mark (t) may be in pencil, and thus easily erased.

=

V.._.MARRIAGES.
1. % Place”—i. e. In Church; or at what house.
2. The names and residence of two or more special witnesses should be recorded.

VI..BURIAI.S.
1. After the names of a wife, note that of her husband; after that of a child, those of its parents, &e.

VII—INDEX.

It may often be found convenient to arrange the INDEX in the form of an Index Rerum, by dividing the
space given to each initial into five subdivisions headed each with an initial and vowel, the latter representing
the first vowel of the name, as Aa, Ae, Ai, Ao, Auy, &e. The proportions of the vowels under different
initials may be readily found by looking through any alphabetical list—as the Clergy List in the Church
Almanac—or, still better, by first preparing a list from the Parish Records, and regulating the spaces
accordingly. :

ApVENT, 1859.
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