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The Family Bible Project is available on the Crawfordsville District Public   
Library web site at: http://history.cdpl.lib.in.us/bibles.html  The Bibles 

have been transcribed and scanned and are searchable by family name.                     
As of May 2017, there were 135 Bibles online with more being  added every 

month thanks to an IGS grant and club volunteers.  

In 2020, a historical marker was erected in honor of Dr. 
Mary Holloway WILHITE  who you might remember 
reading about in a recent newsletter. Dr. WILHITE 
was an early Montgomery County Suffragist. This was 
another event that we were not able to attend en masse 

but the monument proudly stands at the corner of    
Wabash and Grant Avenues.  You are encouraged to  
visit it when you are out and about in the community.  
 
We miss you all and we look forward to the day when 
we can gather again and share our interests and stories. 
If you have any family stories you have been working 
on or researching during the past year, please consider 
sharing those for future newsletters. Information on 
contributing can be found inside this newsletter. 

The French 
Connection 

3 

Feel free to find us and Like us on FACEBOOK! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Genealogy-Club-of-Montgomery-County-Indiana-Corp-

1814527675437018/ 

file:///C:/Users/Judi/Documents/Geneology
https://www.facebook.com/Genealogy-Club-of-Montgomery-County-Indiana-Corp-1814527675437018/
https://www.facebook.com/Genealogy-Club-of-Montgomery-County-Indiana-Corp-1814527675437018/


The Genealogy Club of Montgomery County, Indiana, will continue to 
meet the second Tuesday of every month at Crawfordsville District  Public   

Library at 7pm once life returns to normal. Visitors and new members are 
welcome to all meetings.  
 

The long days of social distancing and canceled   
public meetings continues. No club meetings to     

report on but we do have some Genealogy Club    
information we can share. Founding club members 

Sam and Ruth EVANS have moved to West       
Lafayette and are settling in well. They say that they miss all of us 

and if you would like to send a card or a note, they would much 
appreciate that. You can contact club President Dellie Craig at 
delliejean@yahoo.com and ask for their address. 
 

During this time away, I have found a lot of great resources 

online to continue my genealogy learning. It seems like everyone is 
offering free classes online. Look on your local library website or 

Facebook page for free classes. Look at the Facebook pages of the bigger genealogy 
clubs like Marion County, or even the Allen County Public Library for classes they are 
offering. I have found the classes offered by the Indiana Historical Society to be fun and 

engaging. Each county in Indiana has a Facebook page as well. I have joined several of 
the county groups on Facebook where I have had ancestors located and it has been very 

rewarding. I know I have mentioned Facebook a lot— this is not advertisement for 
them, just relaying how many resources we have available in one simple tool many of 

us already have access to. This might feel like a time where we can’t go further or learn 
more, but we really can.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarized Secretary’s Report     By Steve Simms, Secretary 

Steve Simms 
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Ruth Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Valor is stability, not of legs 

and arms, but of courage    

and the soul.” 

 

~Michel de Montaigne,    

regarding veterans 
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The French Connection and a Holland American Cruise by Richard King Morrison, Jr 

How did we get here? In 1600, Jean de FOREST decided his family must leave France to escape         
religious persecution. He divided his family into small groups, each departed on different    

schedules and routes to the Netherlands.  
 

Once in the Netherlands, Jean’s son, Jesse de FOREST, became the leader of a group named 

the Walloons. The Walloons, known as a French speaking ethnic group in southern Belgium, 
are descendants of Gallo-Romans and Germanic Frankish people. 
 

In 1621, Jesse petitioned the Virginia Company, through the English Ambassador to the Hague, 

to lead fifty families to Virginia. The petition, among other items, requested enough land to    

allow for an eight mile circumference for their community. In addition, he wanted to make gun 

powder and lead shot so their territory could be defended. The Virginia Company agreed to the 
Walloons  joining them, but not as an autonomous colony. Therefore, the Walloons declined to 
join the settlement in Virginia. 

 

The petition was in a round-robin format displayed on the cover of this essay (above). This   

document format was signed by individuals in a circle. This made it more difficult to determine 
the order in which it was signed, preventing the identification of a leader. 
 

Next, Jesse, and the Walloons, petitioned the Dutch West India Company, in the Netherlands, 

to allow their group to create a colony in New Amsterdam (now New York City). That petition 
was granted for 60 families to establish a colony. But, in 1623, before sailing to New              

Amsterdam, Jesse lead a group, for the West India Company, to Dutch Guiana (now Suriname) 
in South America on the “Pigeon”. This was to determine if it was practical for a colony to be 

established there.  
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A year later Jessie died of heatstroke. This occurred on his return trip from Dutch Guiana 
on the “Black Eagle” to return the group to the Netherlands. In 1624, while Jessie was 

away, the Walloons left the Netherlands on the “Nieu Nederland” (New Netherland) for 
New Amsterdam and created a colony. 
 

In 1637 Jesse’s daughter left her mother in Holland and sailed with her husband, daughter, 
and one of her brothers to New Amsterdam. Her mother later sailed to the new colony and 
joined them.  Jesse de FOREST’s wife, Marie du CLOUX, daughter Rachel de FOREST 

and granddaughter Laurens Jansen Van Kortryck LOW, along with son-in-law Jean  
Mousnier De La MONTAGE, is a blood line of Olin Dee MORRISON and Anna Harriet 

KING’s family.  
 

Many of these ancestors sailed from Europe to settle in a new land. The following table 
traces the family lineage, from France to Athens, Ohio. The first column, highlights       

historic events that took place during each generation. The middle column represents the 

family bloodline. Spouses, depending on gender, are located on either side of the lineage 

column. The last column is the narrative about the family. The timeline and family trees 

were drawn from FamilySearch, Ancestry, along with oral history imparted by family    
essays. 

The French Connection and the Holland American Cruise –cont. 
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In 1572 Jean Bodin made a funny play on words which has been well known in Wallonia to 
the present: 

Ouallonnes enim a Belgis appelamur [nous, les "Gaulois"], quod Gallis veteribus contigit, 

quuum orbem terrarum peragrarent, ac mutuo interrogantes qaererent où allons-nous, id est 

quonam profiscimur? ex eo credibile est Ouallones appellatos quod Latini sua lingua nunquam 

efferunt, sed g lettera utuntur. 

Translation: "We are called Walloons by the Belgians because when the ancient people 

of Gallia were travelling the length and breadth of the earth, it happened that they asked each 
other: 'Où allons-nous?' [Where are we going? : the pronunciation of these French words is the 

same as the French word Wallons (plus 'us')], i.e. 'To which goal are we walking?.' It is probable 

they took from it the name Ouallons (Wallons), which the Latin speaking are not able to         

pronounce without changing the word by the use of the letter G." One of the best translations 
of his (humorous) sayings used daily in Wallonia is: 

 "These are strange times we are living in." 
 

“Walloons: Walloons in the Reniassance”, Wikipedia, accessed 28 November 2020 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Bodin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallia
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The French Connection and the Holland American Cruise –cont. 
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The French Connection and the Holland 

American Cruise –cont. 
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All articles and other submissions 
for the February 2021 newsletter 

are the property of the writer and 
must be emailed to  

Stephanie Simms at 

stephief@live.com  

before the end of January 2021. 

Upcoming Events 

Genealogy Club member and CDPL Reference Librarian,  
Amie Cox will be presenting a Facebook Live program on  

Archival Goodies in Odd Places on 8th Dec 2020 at 7pm. 

Please mark your calendar and attend from the safety of your 

home.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/131529028493926/ 

 

10 Nov 2020—7pm 

Genealogy Club Meeting  

CANCELLED 
 

8 Dec 2020—7pm 

Genealogy Club Meeting  

CANCELLED 
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Dellie Craig 
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The French Connection and the Holland American Cruise –cont. 
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Dellie Craig 

New York City’s Battery Park Memorial 
to the first Permanent Settler’s of New 

Amsterdam/New York City (May 1624) 
is known as the Walloon Settlement   

Memorial.  It gives credit to Jesse De 
Forest for inspiring the new settlement, 



 

205 S WASHINGTON 

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN  

47933 
 

Phone: 765-362-2242 

Ext:  118 

Dellie Jean Craig 

E-mail: 

delliejean@yahoo.com 

The annual dues of the Genealogy Club of Montgomery 

County Indiana Inc. for the period October 1, 2020 to 

September 30, 2021 were due in September 2020.   

They may be given to Dellie Craig at the Crawfordsville 

District Public Library or mailed to the Club Treasurer 

(John Hooper, 1576 E 400 N, Crawfordsville, IN 47933). 
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CORPORATION 

GENEALOGY CLUB OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY CORP 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Date_________________     ______ New   

       ______   Renewal 

 

______Individual ______Family ______Institutional ______Business 

$10/yr                   $25/yr               $15/yr                       $50/yr 

 

Amount enclosed $____________________ 

 

Name__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

 

City State Zip___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email_________________________________________________________________ 

______Check if it is acceptable to email you a pdf copy of the newsletter 

Family/Families you are researching: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mail application and payment to:  Genealogy Club of Montgomery County Indiana 

Corp., 205 S. Washington St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

Join us for a journey through  history and time 

Web: cdpl.lib.in.us/
geneclub 

Find additional     
interesting articles at 
http://cdpl-
history.blogspot.com 

You can find current and past Genealogy club 
newsletters and a membership application on 
the Crawfordsville District Public Library 
Website  www.cdpl.lib.in.us  
Find us under the services tab and click on 
Genealogy Club of Montgomery County 


