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This  issue of Roots and Branches is focusing on Marriage.  
 

Join us in commending the Crawfordsville District Public Library for their    

recent expansion of Marriage Affidavits, Records and License images added to 

the online database.  This is a priceless resource for those searching  
Montgomery County Records (see pages 4-5 for the article and examples of  

resources). 
 

Members of The Genealogy Club of Montgomery County have generously  

submitted marriage information, pictures and stories about their families for  

added local, state and nationwide interest.  An extra special thank you to all 

who have contributed to the newsletter this month. 

The Genealogy Club of Montgomery County is pleased to announce the Family 

Bible Project is now available on the Crawfordsville District Public Library 

web site at:http://history.cdpl.lib.in.us/bibles.html  The Bibles have been 

transcribed and scanned and are searchable by family name.  

C:/Users/Judi/Documents/Geneology


 
The Genealogy Club of Montgomery County, Indiana, continues to meet 
the second Tuesday of every month at Crawfordsville District Public  
Library.   The Club currently has 46 members, visitors and new members 
are welcome at all meetings.  
 

In February Dian Moore spoke of her recent trip down the Rhine River, 
On the Trail of My Mennonite Ancestors.   Dian brought in multiple           

brochures and shared interesting stories and discoveries from her trip.  

 
The March and April meetings were 

Shannon Hudson on Montgomery 

County Underground Railroad.  Shannon 

enthusiastically shared her research 
concerning the people and places in 
Montgomery County associated with 
the Underground Railroad.  She is 
very knowledgeable on her subject and 
is seeking additional information to 
add to her extensive body of research.  

Twenty three heard her 
speak in March and thirty 
were present for her April 
programs. 

 
 

 

The Club After Hours Genealogy Research continues quarterly 
in  October, January, April and July on the fourth Friday of the 
month.  During the April After Hours Program we had twenty 
attendees.  Three 4H members and their parents/grandparents 
attended to learn about the resources available at the  

Crawfordsville District Public Library for Genealogical  
Research.  It is exciting to see young people who are interested 
in genealogy. 

 

Summarized Secretary’s Report   By Dian Moore,  Secretary 

Dian Moore 
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Joann Spragg and Dian Moore 

Shannon Hudson 

Shannon Hudson spoke to a packed room 

of interested listeners in March. She was 

asked to come back a second month to 

continue her lecture.  It was also a well 

attended meeting in April. 
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“Suffering is also one of the ways of knowing you’re alive.”   

Jessamyn West (1902-1984)  

born near North Vernon, Jennings County, Indiana; novelist  
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Expanding our Collection  

The Crawfordsville District Public Library has added over 11,000 images 
to our Marriage Database since September 2013.  Marriage Books 1-24 

from  Montgomery County, Indiana have been added to our collection 
and are currently available online at  

http://history.cdpl.lib.in.us/marriage.html. 

The marriage database can be searched by last name or book number.   
 

We recently re-indexed book one.  There are two sets of images          
completed by camera, ml01-xxxa and ml01-xxx. The image ml01-001a is 

the front index of  book one (shown below). Note these files with an A  

are the index files.  It is in order by date of marriage licenses issued by 

County Circuit Court.  Image ml01-039  is the original certified         
handwritten marriage records (shown next page).  

All the marriage affidavits and marriage records have been digitized on 

the overhead scanner through the years. 

Marriage license books 43-62 are digitized 
with overhead scanner. Books 1-24 were    

photographed with a camera, except a portion 
of book 7 which was digitized with the      
overhead scanner. 
 

Currently our collection contains:   

Affidavits: September 1883 - February 1905 -- 

A marriage affidavit is a statement where 
someone appears with the couple at the court-

house and swears that both parties are of legal 

age and that no impediment to the marriage 
exists. Some affidavits were filled out by 

the parents/guardians or by the clerk with  

parents/guardians present. Some of the 

records also contain handwritten consents for 
underage grooms or brides. We have nine 

affidavit books. 
 

Records: December 1888 - June 1941 --          

A marriage record includes full name of 

groom and bride (maiden name, if a widow), 
place of residence, age next birthday, 

race, occupation, place of birth, father’s name, 

mother’s maiden name, number of 

previous marriages, place of marriage, by 
whom married, date of marriage (month, 

day, year), record number. We have fifteen 
marriage books. 

Dellie Craig, 

Local History  

Librarian 

ml01-001a  
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ml01-039  

     mr17-109 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Licenses: June 1823 - June 2001--  A      
license usually includes full first names 
and surnames of groom and bride, race, 

place of birth, place of residence,            
occupation, father’s name, mother’s 

maiden name, number of previous       
marriages, place of marriage, by whom 

married, date of marriage (month, day, 
year), record number. We have sixty seven  

license books (books 1-67). Books 7-15 do  

not  have information on parents.  License 

Books 43-62 are digitized but  available 
only by request. The images are indexed  

on our  database, but due to the recent 

years covered, they are not  available on  

the website. 

 

We currently have over 31,814 images on  

the marriage database alone.  It requires 

over 12 GB of  memory space.  The total 
number of names entered in the marriage  

database site  is over 134,500. 

 

                 ml07-419 
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GCMCC’s SPOTLIGHT on MARRIAGES 

Marriage information and stories provided by our members 

 

“The heart that has truly loved never forgets.”  Thomas More 

Club Members:  Sam and Ruth Evans 

 
Ruth I. Coats met Samuel D. Evans in August 1959.  

They were introduced by a mutual friend.  Ruth had 

just completed her Master’s degree from Indiana 

University and was teaching 4th grade at Morton 

School in West Lafayette, IN.  Sam was working on 

his PhD. Degree in Soil Science at Purdue          

University.  He had attended the University of  
Illinois on a Naval ROTC scholarship and after 

graduation had spent 3 years in the U. S. Navy.   
After completing his tour of duty, he returned to 

Indiana and started working toward his advanced 

degree at Purdue.  After dating for over a year, they 

were engaged in October 1960 and were married 

on December 30, 1960 at Trinity United Methodist 

Church in Lafayette, IN. 

EVANS-COATS WEDDING 

Rarig—Rose Wedding 
 

Club Member:  Judi Kleine 

This is a digital copy of an old tintype photo of   
Elijah Abraham RARIG, age 25 and Rachel ROSE,  

age 17, wedding on  20 June 1875 by the Nappanee, 
Kosciusko Co, Indiana Justice of the Peace.  They 
lived most of their  married lives in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana 

These are my great -great grandparents. 
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   Craig-Fox Wedding 
 

Club Member:  Dellie Craig    

Married on 3 July 1971  at  1st Baptist Church at 

Covington, Fountain County, IN. 

    Kleine—Woliung Wedding 
 

    Club Member:  Judi Kleine 

    Donald Eugene KLEINE married Ruth Clara WOLIUNG on  

15 May 1948 in Sunman, Ripley Co, Indiana.  These are my husband’s parents. 
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 Stephen Thompson 

Montgomery County Probate Records  

Preservation and Digitalization Project 

The Family Search project underway in Montgomery County, Indiana     

includes, in part, the digitizing of the early probate file packets.  Associated 

with this effort is the document preparation involving carefully opening 

each packet and carefully flattening each slip of old paper to aid in having 

the final results in focus. 

The goal of this project is to prepare documents with genealogical           

significance to be digitized, making them available for free to the public, 

while also preparing all probate documents to be properly stored in the 

Montgomery County Courthouse. 
 

Background on Probate Records 

When a person dies, a series of events take place which create a number of 

documents. These can include a death certificate, a cemetery record, a 

church burial record, a funeral home record, or an obituary or death notice, 

but one of the most prized from a genealogical perspective is probate       

records. Probate records, which have been recorded in America since the 

first permanent settlement, are the documents generated in the course of  

settling an estate. 

Probate records exist in places and for time periods when few other records 

are available. Estates were probated for about 25 percent of the heads of 

households in the U.S. before 1900, whether or not a person left a will 

specifying how to divide their estate. Since wills often list the names of 

family members, much of the population either left a will or was mentioned 

in one. 

Among the documents that are frequently found in a probate packet, you 

may find the deceased's death date and death place, names of family     

members, family relationships, residences, a description of the deceased's 

estate, localities where the deceased owned property, and adoptions or 

guardianships for minor children, dependents, or incompetent adults. The 

will, if there is one, will often also provide insight into the deceased and his 

or her opinion of individual family members. Keep in mind, however, that 

each probate packet will vary in content depending on when and where it 

was filed. 

Probate records have yet another advantage in that they will often propel 

your ancestral search forward by leading you to land records. In many ways, 

probate and land records go hand in hand because land is often a central  

issue in probating a will. While land records don't generally include        

fundamental genealogical information such as birth or death dates, they will 

help locate or position a person or family in a time and place in history. 

They may also provide other clues such as proof of heirship or the maiden 

name of a woman when she and her husband inherited land from her father. 

http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/vital/intro1.html
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/cemetery/intro.html
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/religious/intro3.html
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/newspapers/intro2.html
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/glossary/index.html#probate_records
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/glossary/index.html#probate_records
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/glossary/index.html#will
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/glossary/index.html#probate_packet
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/glossary/index.html#land_records


Upcoming events  
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August 1-2, 2014 
Midwestern Roots 2014 Conference —at the 
Marriott East on the southeast side of  
Indianapolis –register at 
www.indianahistory.org/midwesternroots 
There will also be several pre-conference events 
held around Indianapolis on Thursday, July 31.  
 

The theme of the conference is "Exploring  
Frontiers: What Would Your Pioneers Have 
Tweeted?", with a focus on new technologies 
and online sources. However, there will also be 
other sessions on traditional sources and  
methodology. July 1st is the deadline for early 
registration. 
 

August 12, 2014—7pm 

Genealogy Club Meeting 
 

April 25, 2015—9am-5pm 

Indiana Genealogical Society Annual Conf at 
Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN 
Register at www.indgensoc.org/conference 
 

 
 

 
 

All articles and other submissions for the August      
newsletter must be submitted by July 25, 2014 

May 15, 2014—6pm 

Indiana Historical Society Program “How and 
Why the Still Image Remains Critical to How 
We See Yesterday and Today—Indiana History 
Center, Indianapolis –register at 
www.indianahistory.org  

 

May 17, 2014—10am-noon 

Indiana Historical Society Family History  

Program “Deconstructing Your Family Tree:  
Re-evaluating the “Evidence”” This lecture 
shows how erroneous conclusions can sneak 
into your research uncontested—Indiana His-
tory Center, Indianapolis –register at 
www.indianahistory.org  

 

June 10, 2014—7pm 
Genealogy Club Meeting 
Refreshments provided by Nelson Wilson 
 

July 8, 2014—7pm 

Genealogy Club Meeting 

Refreshments provided by Michael and Joann 
Spragg 
 

July 25, 2014—5-9pm 

Free After Hours Program at CDPL  
Reservations required by July 23rd 
Call 765-362-2242 x118 or email 
gen@cdpl.lib.in.us 

How You Can Help 

Do you have a few hours to spare during the day in pursuit of preparing these historical          

documents for preservation and scanning?  Many volunteers are needed as there are nearly 200 

boxes estimated to contain about 120 thousand pages of documents!  This project is expected to 

begin May 2014 and continue through July 2014.  This work will 

be done at the courthouse, weekdays from 9am-3pm.  Even if 

you only have a few hours a month, your efforts will be             

appreciated! 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact  

Stephen Thompson by phone 362-4169 or email  

stephentw9byu@gmail.com 

C:/Users/Judi/Documents/Geneology
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205 S WASHINGTON 

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN  

47933 
 

Phone: 765-362-2242 

Ext:  118 

Dellie Jean Craig 

E-mail: 

gen@cdpl.lib.in.us 

 

GENEALOGY 

CLUB OF 

MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY IN 

CORPORATION 

GENEALOGY CLUB OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY CORP 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Date_________________     ______ New   

       ______   Renewal 

 

______Individual ______Family ______Institutional ______Business 

$10/yr                   $25/yr               $15/yr                       $50/yr 

 

Amount enclosed $____________________ 

 

Name__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

 

City State Zip___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email_________________________________________________________________ 

______Check if it is acceptable to email you a pdf copy of the newsletter 

Family/Families you are researching: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mail application and payment to:  Genealogy Club of Montgomery County Indiana 

Corp., 205 S. Washington St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

Join us for a journey through  history and time 

Web: cdpl.lib.in.us/
geneclub 

Find additional     
interesting articles at 
http://cdpl-
history.blogspot.com 


