
A Brief History of the Northwest Territory 
to and through the American Revolution

Presented by James S. Swift, PS
February 9, 2016

Montgomery County Genealogy Club
Crawfordsville, Indiana





Source: 

Ohio History 
Central.org



Source:  Wikpedia, User:Golbez. - Own work, CC BY 2.5, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php_curid=1048394



Source: Google Earth



Source Google Earth



Source Google Earth



Source slideshare.net



Source: Wikipedia Commons



Source: Las Vegas-Clark County Library District





Source ebay – image of belt buckle available on ebay





Source:

wikipedia commons





Source: wikipedia commons





Source: 

Wikipedia commons







So
ur

ce
: W

ik
ip

ed
ia

 c
om

m
on

s





Source: 

Wikipedia commons



Source: 

Wikipedia commons







Source wikipedia commons

European Claims in North America, mid 1700s



Fort Miamis (Ft. Wayne) 1715, Ouiatenon 1717, Vincennes 1732

French Forts, mid 1700s

Source: Maps ETC, USF
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The French and Indians were generally sympathetic.

French forts acted as trade centers for Indians.

French Jesuit Priests learned the Indian languages.

Some French fur traders intermarried with the Indians.



Generally, unlike the British, who came with their 
families to settle and farm the land, the French fur 
traders were single men who were here working, 
ultimately in service of the King.

The French trade was primarily in beaver skins.  
Most of the French were trappers, not farmers.  
It was in their interest to keep the forests whole and 
intact. Hence, the Indians did not perceive a 
fundamental threat from the French trappers. 



 In the 1750s much of Europe became embroiled in a 

grand conflict known as the Seven Years War.
 The North American Theater of this war is commonly 

referred to as The French and Indian War.
 France and Britain were on opposite sides in this conflict.

 The war was not particularly about North America but 
was fought here, in part.  The results of the war had huge 
implications for the future of European descendants in 
North America.
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 Great Britain and her allies win.

 France cedes most of its North American territory to 
Britain.  The end of Nouvelle France (New France).

 France keeps the lucrative sugar trade in the West 
Indies but gives up the North American fur trade. 

 The war nearly bankrupts the British Government.

 Great Britain begins to levy heavy taxes on the 
Colonies to help pay for the war.



 Britain follows a development strategy of promoting the 
growth of coastal cities in the American Colonies for the 
purpose of a fostering a strong market of export goods 
from English factories.

 Britain perceives the newly gained territories west of the 
Appalachians as an opportunity to foster trade with the 
Indians and is not interested in promoting settlement by 
the colonials in this area.

 By the Proclamation of 1763 Britain reserves the territory 
west of the Appalachians for the Natives.
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 The French and Indian War, as we called it, saw the rise 
of a Colonial, we-are-one, can-do spirit.  

 George Washington rose to prominence as a military 
leader.

 Colonials were resistant to the increased tax burden.

 Colonials, desirous of land, were outraged at the 
Proclamation Line of 1763, reserving the west for the 
natives.



 The 1763 Proclamation Line did not hold and 
colonists continued to flood west.  

Nonetheless….

The stage was set for the American Revolution!











But what about that business with 
George Rogers Clark in the west?



Epic march through flooded 
ground to take Vincennes 
(Ft. Sackville).

Major disruption to British 
operations in the west.

Many historians believe 
that the trouble caused by 
G.R. Clark in the west 
caused the British to cede 
the “Northwest Territory” in 
the Treaty of Paris.



If not for George Rogers Clark and his incredibly 
tough soldiers, the Northwest Territory might 
have ended up being part of Canada.
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