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The Family Bible Project is available on the Crawfordsville District Public   

Library web site at: http://history.cdpl.lib.in.us/bibles.html  The Bibles 
have been transcribed and scanned and are searchable by family name.                     

As of December 2016, there were 125 Bibles online with more being  added 

every month thanks to an IGS grant and club volunteers.  

Flyer from our first meeting 15 years ago! 
 

The Genealogy Club of Montgomery County Indiana 

would like to invite you to join us for a reception    

honoring our first 15 years of existence.  

Crawfordsville District Public Library—March 14, 2017, 6:30pm Reception 
and 7pm Presentations with an update on our Cemetery Project. 

 

Pictures From the first 2 years—Do you recognize anyone? 

 

 
 

Feel free to find us and Like us on FACEBOOK! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Genealogy-Club-of-Montgomery-County-Indiana-Corp-1814527675437018/ 
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The Genealogy Club of Montgomery County, Indiana, continues to meet 

the second Tuesday of every month at Crawfordsville District  Public   

Library. Visitors and new members are welcome to all meetings.  
 

In November, Jeannie Regan Dinius presented 
“The Underground Railroad in Indiana.”  She also 

introduced us to several additional sources. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December at the club 

Christmas social,      

Dian Moore led the           
Genealogy Trivia 

Game.  Members      

enjoyed the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

In January, Beth Swift, Archivist 

from Wabash College’s Lilly  

Library, gave a very informative talk 

on the Elston Family and their     

influence in Montgomery County 
and Indiana.   

Summarized Secretary’s Report     By Steve Sims, Secretary 

Steve Sims 
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Jeannie Regan-Dinius 

Above: Sharon and David Champa with 

Ruth and Sam Evans 

Far Left:  Mary Cramer 

Left: Judy Harvey 
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Looking Back 

 

Our first After Hours Program 13 years ago—January 2004 and the recent After Hours—January 2017.  
We have a much larger facility to work in now! 

Do you recognize any of 
these friendly faces?   



Page 4 Volume 14—Issue 2 

Presenting the Mabel Weir Grimes Collection by Judy Erwin Branham  

Facts: Mabel WEIR GRIMES was a Montgomery County, 

Indiana Historian 

Birth date: July 3rd, 1903  Death date: November 8th, 1996 
Last known residence Crawfordsville, Montgomery     

County, Indiana 47933 

Mabel Grimes was a torch carrier for genealogy throughout 

her life. Her family heritage was very important to her. She 

collected and archived family history which in turn is  
Montgomery County history. When she passed the heirs of 

her cherished collection had a sale. I was there. 

Being introduced to Mabel via deer hunting some years ear-

lier I had grown to love her and appreciate her wisdom. 

Many older people who are the last remaining of their siblings 
and live alone for some time become somewhat reclusive and 

are even considered eccentric by neighbors. Mabel was one of 

those. She was indoors before dark every night. 

I approached her door in camouflage after an evening of hunting nearby wanting to meet 

her to inquire her knowledge of some local folklore and items I was researching at the 
time. Mabel came to the door telling me to go away she had a shotgun behind the door. I 

left. A few days later I telephoned her to make an appointment to meet with her            

explaining my cause. We had a wonderful visit which was the first of other                  
conversations. She was a bucketful of knowledge. Sweet as a sugar cube but stern as a 

rock as she shared what she knew with no reluctance. We became friends and I admired 

her. She wrote many articles and poetry locally which were published in the local     

Montgomery Magazine.  
Knowing she had stacked boxes of history in her home I attended her family sale after 

her death in 1996. Old chests which her family had brought across the pond when      

coming to America, furniture, oil lamps, spinning wheels and much more of            
Montgomery County history was sold that day. I was heartbroken to see this important 

historical collection separated and lost.  

 One box in particular had the photos shown here in 

frames. I asked the family if I could have them as well as other 
papers and a few items I recognized as historical local history. 

At the time there was no County Museum and the Library and 

Lane House were overflowing. They took the frames off to sell 
and gave me the pictures. One box of papers in Mabel’s    

handwriting was given to me also. I remember a small black 

leather change purse and some McGuffey readers I purchased 

as well as an oil lamp. When I got home I discovered the 
change purse had belonged to a man and Mabel had written 

whose it was inside. I showed it to a family member and it was 

his great grandfather’s. I gave it to him.  

Dellie Craig  with  

Judy Branham 

James Marrow WEIR 
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When I see her oil lamp fond memories of her float back to me. Although my heart aches for most 
of her collection being lost I have kept what I acquired for over 20 years to preserve and honor her 
memory and efforts to save her and Montgomery County’s heritage. Her home could have been a 
museum in itself. 
Crawfordsville District Public Library now has the means to care for items such as these pictures 
and her writings and research in a temperature controlled environment; and they can digitize them 
for everyone to enjoy. Mabel Grimes wit, humor, and love for her ancestry will live on. Donating 
these items is a great joy for me. Many local citizens remember Mabel personally and admired her 
also. My hope is that through this collection we can honor her memory for many years to come as 
she so certainly deserves.  
I hope others who have any of her items will consider donating them and adding them to this    
collection. These fabulous original pictures/drawings are unique and not only preserve history but 
also have an artistic value of a time period of great interest for many. Mabel inscribed family    
history on the back of the pictures for safe keeping. Her grandparents and uncle are etched in time 
for all of us to enjoy taking us back to a very different time in the history of our area. Names such 
as WEIR, BASORE, METZ, KROUT and more are part of her collection. She also gives dates for 
births, weddings, deaths and more in her record keeping. 
I will be donating more research in the near future. I am proud to present the “Mabel W. (Weir) 

Grimes Collection”. 

 Harriet Ellen WEIR  Emmanuel J BASORE  Emmanuel J BASORE 

The Local History Archives Office in 

the Crawfordsville District Public      
Library is Climate-Controlled to       

preserve local photos and artifacts. 

They dedicate a lot of resources to     

digitizing, sharing and saving our      
history 
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Expanding our Collection  

Dellie Craig, 

Local History  

Assistant 

Recently, one of the old 

microfilm readers was    

replaced with a new one at 

CDPL. There are now two 

machines that are attached 

to computers. This will 

help us to scan and save 

information to flash drives 

instead of having to print 

everything.  This doubles 

our ability to continue work on our obituaries searches for our new Franklin 

Township database. This database is part of the Genealogy Club Cemetery 

project that we received an IGS grant for last spring.  The database will be 

hosted on the CDPL site. We could really use some help. If you have an hour 

or so free call ahead to see if Dianne or Dellie are available to show you how 

to help us with this massive project. 

Reminder:  One artifact can lead to a lot of research! In example I will share a portion of the Nov 19, 2016  

CDPL Local History Blog (http://cdpl-history.blogspot.com/ ) CDPL “recently received a request from a 

woman in Georgia to find information about a hat she had found in her mother’s attic with an inside label 

that said, “Crawfordsville Hatter.”  Crawfordsville city directories were 

searched, and several shops were named as selling hats, such as George  

Graham’s, but none were named as the Crawfordsville hatter. Perhaps    

Virginia Cade or L.G. Coppage, two local milliners, could be our unnamed 

hatter. Little information on either person was available to us, and we 

thought we had hit a dead end.  Another email appeared from our inquirer 

with a page from the Crawfordsville Weekly Journal that she had found on 

our online database for old newspapers, the “Hoosier State Chronicles.” 

This April 30, 1892 issue, on page four, shows a wonderful advertisement 

for Con Cunningham, “The One-Price Clothier, Hatter, Furnisher—

Crawfordsville, Indiana.” Could this be our hatter?  

Fast and furious research began for information available from our data-

bases. Marriage and obituary records on Cornelius Cunningham were     

discovered.  We looked in the local city directories and found that in 1878, 

he lived at the Nutt’s Hotel, on the corner of Market and Green Streets, 

while he sold in the county.  He later 

located his hat and clothing business at 

101 and 103 S. Washington Street, at the intersection of Main 

Street. Soon, another email arrived with this picture of the inside of the 

hat.  We were now sure that we had the right hatter!” 

 

You will have to go to the blog to read the rest of the story…. 

http://cdpl-history.blogspot.com/
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Frederick Schoemehl recently 
wrote an article about The 
Death of Curly Bill Brocius 
with the research help from 
our own Dellie Craig.  The 

article appeared in the October 2016 issue of The Tombstone Epitaph, Arizona’s oldest                 
continuously published newspaper. A lot of good history was published on Curly Bill, one of    
Tombstone’s notorious outlaws. Below is a sidebar that editor Frederick Schoemehl wrote about her 
assistance with the research.  We have a lot of great resources and researchers locally. 

 
Picture of Curly Bill found on Wikipedia along with 
an article about his exploits in Tombstone.  It was    
interesting to note that Wikipedia credits                                                                           
Crawfordsville, IN as his birthplace.  Dellie might      
need to show her research to them. (chuckle…) 

(photo credit - https://en.wikipedia.org/w/ 
index.php?curid=16789233) 
 

 

 

“It has been my experience that folks who have no vices have very few virtues.”   

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) born in Kentucky and moved to Indiana in 1816.   

He lived in Indiana until age 21; sixteenth President of the United States 1861-1865  

George and Alice LORENZ 



PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

Many of you are changing your email addresses and this address is the best way for the Genealogy Club of  

Montgomery County to keep in touch.  If you have changed your email address recently please notify  

Dellie Craig of the change.  You can contact her at dellejean@yahoo.com. 
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PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

Many of you are changing your email addresses and this address is the best way for the Genealogy Club of  

Montgomery County to keep in touch.  If you have changed your email address since August 1, 2015, please  

notify Dellie Craig of the change.  You can contact her at dellejean@yahoo.com. 

In Memory of - 

Michael W. MITCHELL—Aug. 6, 1941-Jan. 8, 2017 
 

Michael W. MITCHELL of Crawfordsville passed away Sunday at 

home. He was 75. (Note:  Mike’s wife preceded him in death by     

2-1/2 months) 
 

Mike was a member of the Southside Church of Christ. He was a 
teacher and coach at several high schools, coaching baseball,      

basketball and track. In 1971, he went to work as state auditor for 

the Indiana Dept. of Revenue. After that, he was controller at 

CEL&P for 25 years, retiring in 2006. He was a life member of the 
JayCees, past board member of the Boys & Girls Club, IMEA and 

IMPA, both of which he served as treasurer. He was also treasurer 

of the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and, more     
recently, treasurer for the Genealogy Club. He enjoyed golf, travel,      

genealogy and spending time with family. 
 

Born August 6, 1941 in Pensacola, Florida, he was the son of Harold C. 

MITCHELL and Clarice I. MITCHELL. He graduated from Williams 

High School in Williams, Indiana and earned a degree from Indiana 
State in 1963. He married Donna L. EMBREE on May 5, 1962 and she 

passed away October 24, 2016. 

Surviving family includes: three sons, Tom (Corlan) MITCHELL, Tim 
(Tracy) MITCHELL, Troy (Nicole) MITCHELL; daughter, Carol 

CRUM; his mother, Clarice MITCHELL; brother, Philip (Judy)     

MITCHELL; sister, Janice (Denny) BEDWELL; twelve grandchildren; 

four great-grandchildren, and one very sturdy dog, Joe. 
 

He was preceded in death by: wife, Donna MITCHELL; dad, Harold C. 
MITCHELL; daughter, Carrie Mae MITCHELL; and one great-

grandchild. 
 

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 PM Wednesday at Burkhart Funeral Home, 

Crawfordsville. Services will be at the funeral home on Thursday at 
10:30 AM, led by Brother Nathan LYND. Burial will follow at Oak Hill 

Cemetery South. 
 

Online condolences may be made at www.BurkhartFH.com  
 

Mike will be missed by club members who valued his expertise and quiet 

strength during adversity. 

Mike Mitchell 
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April 8, 2017—9am-4pm 

Palatines to America Indiana Chapter 

Spring Meeting at Indiana Historical Socie-

ty, Indianapolis  $35/$25 members—

Register at www.indianahistory.org 

 

April 8, 2017—9am-5pm 

Indiana Genealogical Society Annual    

Meeting and Conference at Indianapolis 
Central Library, Indianapolis  $45/$35 

members—Register at www.ingensoc.org/

conference.org 

 

April 10, 2017—6pm 

WVGC Live Webinar—Peggy Clemens 

Lauritzen “Apprentices, Indentured Servants 
and Redemptioners: White Slavery in  

America ”  Vigo County Public Library, 

Terre Haute , IN  Free 
 

April 11, 2017—7pm 

Genealogy Club Meeting—Bob Quirk      

Refreshments: Sam and Ruth Evans 
 

May 5, 2017—5-8pm 

Boy Scouts After Hours Program at CDPL  
 

May 8, 2017—6:30pm 

WVGC Program—Ashley Wadsworth 
“Turn your Story or Family History into an 

E-Book”  Vigo County Public Library, Terre 

Haute , IN—Free 
 

May 11, 2017—7pm 

Genealogy Club Meeting—Refreshments: 

Ted Ramsey and Bud Arnold 

 

 

All articles and other submissions for the  

May newsletter must be emailed to            

judikleine@gmail.com by April 28, 2017 

February 14, 2017—7pm 

Genealogy Club Meeting—Jim Swift “How 

to find Grandpa’s Farm on Google Earth!”  

Refreshments: John Hooper and Dellie 

Craig 
 

February 18, 2017—10am-4pm 

Genealogy 101, 201 and 301: Uncovering 

your Family's Military Roots at Indiana 

Historical Society, Indianapolis  $45/$35 
members—Register at 

www.indianahistory.org  
 

February 24, 2017—5-8:30pm 

4H After Hours Program at CDPL  
 

March 4, 2017—1pm-3pm 

Growing Little Leaves: In Grandma’s 
Kitchen at Indiana Historical Society, Indi-

anapolis  Free—Register at 

www.indianahistory.org  
 

March 10, 2017—5-8pm 

Boy Scouts After Hours Program at CDPL  
 

March 13, 2017—6:30pm 

WVGC Program—Michael Lacopo “She 

Came From Nowhere...: A Case Study   

Approach to a Difficult Genealogical   

Problem”  Vigo County Public Library, 
Terre Haute , IN  Free 
 

March 14, 2017—6:30pm 

Genealogy Club Reception and Meeting—

Celebrating 15 years 
 

March 24, 2017—5-8:30pm 

4H After Hours Program at CDPL  
 

April 7, 2017—5-8pm 

Boy Scouts After Hours Program at CDPL  
 

 

Upcoming events  
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205 S WASHINGTON 

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN  
47933 

 

Phone: 765-362-2242 
Ext:  118 

Dellie Jean Craig 
E-mail: 

delliejean@yahoo.com 

The annual dues of the Genealogy Club of Montgomery 

County Indiana Inc. for the period October 1, 2016 to 

September 30, 2017 are due in September 2016.   

They may be given to Dellie Craig at the Crawfordsville 

District Public Library or mailed to the Club Treasurer 

(John Hooper, 1576 E 400 N, Crawfordsville, IN 47933). 

 

 

GENEALOGY 

CLUB OF 

MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY IN 

CORPORATION 

GENEALOGY CLUB OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY CORP 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
Date_________________     ______ New   
       ______   Renewal 
 
______Individual ______Family ______Institutional ______Business 
$10/yr                   $25/yr               $15/yr                       $50/yr 

 
Amount enclosed $____________________ 

 
Name__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
 

City State Zip___________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email_________________________________________________________________ 

______Check if it is acceptable to email you a pdf copy of the newsletter 

Family/Families you are researching: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mail application and payment to:  Genealogy Club of Montgomery County Indiana 

Corp., 205 S. Washington St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

Join us for a journey through  history and time 

Web: cdpl.lib.in.us/
geneclub 

Find additional     

interesting articles at 
http://cdpl-
history.blogspot.com 

You can find current and past Genealogy club 
newsletters and a membership application on 
the Crawfordsville District Public Library 
Website  www.cdpl.lib.in.us  
Find us under the services tab and click on 
Genealogy Club of Montgomery County 


