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December 1, 2016 

Discovering the Wild Heritage of the Nineteenth State 

By Dianne Combs 

It has been a wonderful year of celebration for the state of Indiana. Two hundred years of 

statehood! We have learned many things about our political and historical heritage, but I believe 

that Indiana still has many secrets that need to be learned. Here at the library we have some 

beautiful books that will help you explore the natural history of our great state. 

“The Natural Heritage of Indiana,” edited by Marion T. Jackson, takes us on a lively jaunt 

through the terrain of our great state. To my delight, the very first picture in Part One is of the 

“Honeycomb Rock” at Pine Hills Nature Preserve in the southwestern part of Montgomery 

County. Glaciation and its effects on our landscape are explained in detail, which helps me to 

understand all the rock formations I come across while exploring some of our nationally 

renowned state parks. Throughout this section, written by Henry Gray, we are taken on several 

tours of Indiana. He describes the terrain as if he were driving along highways and illustrates his 

discussion with appropriate topographical maps. Our soil and water, wetlands and caves — all 

these give our state its unique stamp on the map of our nation. 

Beautiful photographs of the flora and fauna of Indiana fill the pages of this coffee table book. I 

could spend hours just turning its pages, learning about the native plants and animals with which 

we share our land. 

We have recently acquired two copies of “A Place Called Turkey Run — A Celebration of 

Indiana’s Second State Park in Photographs and Words,” by Daniel P. Shepardson. One copy 

will remain in the library for consultation; the other is a copy that may be borrowed. What a 

treat! Many of us have spent numerous weekends and summers taking our children on hiking 

trips to this great park. Our family’s favorite is trail 7, behind the hotel. What is yours? The 
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photos in this book are breathtaking. Chapter One shows all the great sandstone rock formations 

that are located throughout the park. The Punchbowl and its surroundings give you pause to think 

about how time and weather have formed so much of the landscape. 

Chapter Four takes you on a winter tour of the park. The snow and ice wreath the park with 

almost impossible hangings of icicles and frost. Chapter Five, “Tall Trees,” introduces you to the 

layers of the forested area of the park. The author also shows us the process by which the forest 

replenishes itself through the life cycle of trees. Many photos show the park throughout the 

seasons. Chapter Six, “Flowers, Ferns, and Fungi,” is a great resource if you like to take early 

spring hikes along the creekside. Spectacular images of early spring native plants help you to 

identify all those lovely little flowers that raise their faces to the sun in March, April, and May. 

We have many more lovely books that will help you to explore and learn about the Indiana 

countryside. For example, take a peek at “Hiking Indiana: a Guide to the State’s Great Hiking 

Adventures,” by Phil Bloom, or “Best Hikes Near Indianapolis, by Nick Werner. Come on in to 

the library to discover more about the nineteenth state, our home, Indiana! 

  

December 15, 2016 

America the Anxious 

By Kerith Bourff 

Obsessed with happiness, and yet never capable of achieving it — that’s how most Americans 

spend their day. Did you know we even have a “happiness city” in the Nevada desert? Yep, and 

it has the highest suicide rate in the world — hmmm — maybe just being content isn’t such a 

bad idea after all. 

Like most Brits, who have a sardonically witty sense of humor, Ruth Whippman, author of the 

new book, “America the Anxious,” takes us on a cacophonous ride through her experience of the 

American pursuit of happiness. Within a few short months of her arrival in the states, she had 

more conversations with complete strangers about this elusive pursuit of happiness, than in the 

entire span of her life living in England. In other words, Americans are obsessed (more so than 
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the rest of the world) with this foggy ideology of happiness that can barely be defined. She 

quickly realized most Americans were over-using and over-discussing a concept they knew little 

about in actuality. 

“Part of this is that Americans seem to have a deep cultural aversion to negativity . . . the 

pressure to remain positive at all times often results in some complicated mental gymnastics. My 

son’s report card at preschool divided his performance not into strengths and weaknesses but into 

strengths and emerging strengths. American problems are routinely rebranded as “opportunities,” 

hence the filthy bathroom in our local supermarket displays a sign saying: “If this restroom fails 

to meet your expectations, please inform us of the opportunity,” as if reeking puddles of urine are 

merely an inspirational occasion for personal growth.” 

In other words, it’s okay to actually experience negative situations and thoughts . . . in fact, 

always trying to avoid them, has resulted in a culture of weak-minded people, incapable of 

dealing with real world circumstances. And without those tools to deal with reality, we are 

creating a nation of nervous wrecks. As Whippman points out in her book, studies reveal that the 

more we’re told to value happiness, the less likely we are to actually achieve it. Indeed, it’s likely 

you’ll experience increasing levels of depression. 

Whippman writes, “Like most people, in any given day I will experience emotions and 

sensations including . . . hilarity, joy, irritation, ambivalence, excitement, embarrassment, 

paralyzing self-doubt, boredom, anxiety, guilt, resentment, pride, exhaustion, and the shrill 

insistent buzz of uneaten chocolate somewhere in the house…But the more conversations I have 

about happiness . . . the more I start to overthink the whole thing, compulsively monitoring how 

I’m feeling and hyper-parenting my emotions: Am I happy? What about now? And now? Am I 

happy enough? What about Meghan? Is she happier than me? She looks happier. What is she 

doing that I’m not? Maybe I should take up yoga. The whole process starts to become painfully, 

comically neurotic . . . a recipe for anxiety.” 

So who’s driving the hyper-happy bus? Between self-help programs, DVDs, therapists, and 

pharmaceuticals, it’s a multi-billion dollar industry — and we’ve all been duped. For example, 

Utah has been deemed one of the happiest states in America, but they also have the highest rate 

of antidepressant usage. That might work for some, for others it represents a false (or altered) 

reality (statistically speaking). 



Along with “America the Anxious,” CDPL also has “Overwhelmed: Work, Love, and Play 

When No One Has the Time” written by New York Times bestselling author, Brigid Schulte. 

Please visit CDPL where we are always “happy” to help you find materials for your reading 

interests. 

  

December 22, 2016 

“Open Season” Pits Hunters with Environmentalists 

By Dianne Combs 

Well, I am back with another book about a lawman in a uniform.  I can’t help myself.  This time 

it is “Open Season,”  the first in a long series of books by C. J. Box.  His main character is Joe 

Pickett, a new game warden in a wide and wild part of Wyoming fictionally called Twelve Sleep. 

Joe has just started out as game warden, in a fishing and hunting mecca where many locals make 

their money catering to greenhorn and veteran hunters through their outfitting businesses. Joe is 

first known to the local hunters and fishermen as the “bonehead who arrested the governor of 

Wyoming for fishing without a license.”  Of course, this does not endear him to locals who 

would like to skate by with shooting or fishing over their limit. One man that Joe encounters 

doing this is Ote Keeley, a local outfitter. Ote and Joe get into a confrontation Involving Joe’s 

gun. This leaves Joe feeling weakened and embarrassed. 

  Meanwhile, Joe and his young family, his wife and two young daughters, have settled into their 

state-owned digs, a tiny house with a yellow Labrador retriever named Maxine, and a woodpile 

outside which is soon to become center to the story of Twelve Sleep. One night, Sheridan, the 

older girl, is awakened by sounds outside and watches through her window.  Her dad hears, and 

runs outside to check on the disturbance.  What he finds will change his family and the lives of 

those around him forever.  Ote Keeley’s body is draped over the woodpile, and an empty cooler, 

covered in the scratch marks made by a small animal of some kind, is nearby. 
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 Soon after this discovery, two more bodies are found, and Joe’s daughters, Sheridan and Lucy, 

have discovered that the animals from the cooler are now living in the woodpile.  They do not 

tell their parents because they want a new pet, which is not allowed. They have no idea, though, 

what troubles these small creatures are about to create. 

  Joe soon finds that new oil pipeline plans and environmentalists do not mix.  He also discovers 

that his mentor, Vern, is not who he thought he was, and that the sheriff, Bud Barnum, will do 

just about whatever it takes to get what he wants. 

   Clyde Lidgard, the local recluse who is obsessed with taking photographs, enters into the story, 

to add his own unique piece to the puzzle involving “extinct” animals, oil pipelines, and the 

power to control the environment. 

 “Open Season”  is the first of seventeen Joe Pickett novels written by C.J. Box.  His books are 

available through our collection in regular and large print, books on CD, and Hoopla. 

December 29, 2016 

The Land of the Free 

By Kerith Bourff 

“Confidence in government was abysmally low . . . Congress had struggled to govern, with little 

actual power and even less respect. Contempt for politicians was rife: a New Englander groaned, 

‘The people here are as depraved as they are in Rhode Island, for most of the offices in the state 

are filled by the worst characters in it.’ Many politicians held an equally low opinion of the 

voting public. ‘The people . . . should have as little to do as may be about government. They lack 

information and are constantly liable to be misled.’” 

The previous paragraph sounds all too familiar, doesn’t it? In fact, it sounds like it came straight 

from any number of news networks — take your pick. Surprisingly, these quotes were taken 

from a politician (Roger Sherman) and a citizen (transplanted from Georgia) in 1789, only two 

years after the Constitutional Convention. The new book, “The First Congress,” written by 

Fergus M. Bordewich, describes how this baby country called America was struggling to crawl 
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out from under the weight of debt and political division. “‘As James Madison put it, “We are in a 

wilderness without a single footstep to guide us.’” 

As the book illustrates, many of the country’s most powerful men clashed over numerous issues. 

Bordewich breathes life into the savage debates these amazing men, a group which included 

George Washington, had over the Bill of Rights, the creation of the president’s cabinet, and the 

adoption of the capitalist approach to the financial system. Bordewich also points out the other 

factions that were simultaneously brewing that shaped American politics. For example, the 

Quakers initiated the first lobbying campaign in American History, challenging Congress over 

the country’s most nefarious practice: slavery. 

Bordewich takes us back in time for a rare glimpse of a government where there was no 

executive departments, no federal employees, no Supreme Court, no majority or minority 

leaders, and no organized parties. In fact, aside from the principles offered by the newly signed 

Constitution, there were no rules or procedures for anything. Fortunately, these men who were 

often at odds endured, demonstrating true loyalty to a new nation that had just embarked on this 

journey of self-government. Something every politician should take seriously. 

Please visit CDPL where we also have the new books: “In The Arena”; “Clean House: Exposing 

Our Government’s Secrets And Lies”; “The Battle of Glendale: The Day the South Nearly Won 

the Civil War”; “Oh, Florida: How America’s Weirdest State Influences the Rest of the 

Country”; and ”Bill O’Reilly’s Legends and Lies.” 

 

 

Sports Movies at CDPL 

By Jodie Wilson 
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At CDPL, we enjoy gathering materials on many different subjects for our patrons to enjoy. This 

week, we’ll take a look at a few of the recent sports-related additions to the collection, but this is 

just the beginning. You will find many more titles on all types of sports at the library including 

introductory manuals, histories, athlete biographies, and even movies. 

“Race,” is a brand-new DVD telling the story of Jesse Owens’ 1936 Berlin Olympic appearance, 

and his struggle to overcome not only his Olympic competitors, but Nazi attitudes about race as 

well. Jason Sudekis, Jeremy Irons, and William Hurt co-star. “Concussion” is another sports-

related DVD that will make compelling viewing. Will Smith portrays Bennet Omalu, a doctor 

who works to bring attention to the effects of repeated head trauma suffered by NFL players. 

Despite the league’s initial attempts to deny any connection between football-related head injury, 

brain damage, and depression, eventually Omalu’s research forced the NFL to acknowledge the 

relationship between repeated concussion and serious long-term health problems. Rather read the 

book version? “Concussion,” the book, by Jeanne Marie Laskas, is also in the library collection. 

Ben Utecht, tight end for the Indianapolis Colts, has written his own story about the 

consequences of his 5 major concussions plus other smaller injuries: “Counting the Days While 

My Mind Slips Away: A Love Letter to My Family.” Utecht’s experiences and long-term 

memory loss have helped him to appreciate each day and his book encourages each of us to 

treasure our own memories. 

The year in baseball has been an exciting one for Midwesterners, with both the Chicago Cubs 

and the Cleveland Indians in the World Series this year. If you want to learn more about 

baseball, CDPL has a great new book, “50 Moments That Defined Major League Baseball,” by 

Rocco Constantino. This history is a collection of baseball memories including chapters on 

unbreakable records, historic home runs, the “immortals” of baseball and more. Among many 

events highlighted, Constantino tells the story of Ray Chapman, a Cleveland Indians player in 

the 1920s, the only Major League baseball player to die from injuries sustained in a game. 

Brand-new book “The Race: Inside the Indy 500,” by James McGuane, is a full-color behind-

the-scenes look at the details of the race, including racing components and winner interviews. 

The “Official History of the Indianapolis 500” by Donald Davidson and Rick Shaffer is a fully 

revised and updated resource that is loaded with color photographs and illustrations. At 400 

pages, it includes year-by-year recap information of each race, and includes biographies of the 

winning drivers. 



Another history, “The Ghosts of Jungle Park: History, Myth & Legend,” is an interesting bit of 

Indiana (Parke County) racing history written by Tom W. Williams, and recently added to our 

collection. In 1926, the speedway was built near Turkey Run State Park. In its heyday, crowds of 

approximately 5,000 people would come to the races. The track gained a reputation as a 

dangerous place, with nine fatalities recorded, including a woman who died of her injuries at 

Crawfordsville’s Culver Hospital in 1960. The track closed permanently following the accident. 

All these items are available at CDPL, and even if the book or movie you’re looking for is 

checked out right now, you can place a hold on these items so they will be waiting for you once 

the current borrower returns them. You can place the hold yourself at home, or ask a staff 

member to help you in the library. Please give us a call at 765-362-2242 if you need more 

information. We’ll be happy to help! 

Cookbooks to look for 

By Dianne Combs 

Come on, I know you sit there week after week, watching all the cooking shows on cable. You 

would love to prepare some of those great dishes for your family get-together, but you can’t find 

the perfect recipe. The holidays will be here before we know it, so let’s take a stroll down the 

cookbook aisle and see what celebrity chef cookbooks we can find at CDPL. I challenge you to 

break away from your same-old annual menu and make something new that will impress 

everyone in the family. 

Ah, Rachael Ray! “Comfort Food” is one of her nine books we have in our collection. 

“Smothered Beef Steaks with Mushrooms and Onions?” Delish! This book covers main dishes 

that use chicken, pork, beef, lamb, and seafood as a main ingredient. Plus, you know Rachael 

could not write a cookbook without including some burgers and sandwiches. “Spicy Turkey 

Burgers” would be a great way to use up some of that big bird you roasted to make the in-laws 

happy. 
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Rick Bayless presents his take on Mexican with “Authentic Mexican — Regional Cooking from 

the Heart of Mexico.” He starts with “Sauces and Condiments,” travels through soups, tacos, 

enchiladas, fish, desserts, drinks and others. This is NOT Taco Bell, folks. How about some 

“Zucchini and Pork with Mexican Flavors”? And for dessert, “Buttered Crepes with Caramel and 

Pecans.” This book has suggestions for cooking in the sidebars to help you prepare your dish 

authentically. Bring on the peppers! 

Lidia Bastianich’s “Lidia’s Commonsense Italian Cooking” may get you speaking with an accent 

after you try her “Tasty Cauliflower” or “Mezzelune Fritte” (Fried Half-Moons). And the pasta 

dishes — Mama Mia! 

BAM! Here’s “Emeril’s TV Dinners,” a cookbook with meals prepared on his famous Food 

Network show. Just reading the table of contents is enough to send me off to the grocery! 

“Louisiana Specialties,” “Southern Favorites,” “Salad Sensations,” and “Emeril’s Fish Market,” 

are just some of the enticing chapter titles. My favorite would be “Creole Jazz Brunch.” Included 

in this chapter are “Crabmeat Omelets,” “Shrimp Quiche,” “Berries Romanoff,” and “Chicory 

Coffee Ice Cream.” This book is full of pictures from his shows that make you feel like he’s right 

there cooking alongside you! 

“The Pioneer Woman Cooks a Year of Holidays” starts off New Year’s dishes like “Hoppin’ 

John,” and “Loaded Cornbread.” Skipping to Thanksgiving, I find “Dressing with Sausage, 

Apples, and Mushrooms” and “Caramel Apple Pie.” Christmas recipes include a favorite from 

my English family — “Yorkshire Pudding!” Or how about “Christmas Rum Pudding Cake?” 

What I like about this book is that each recipe is shown step-by-step with pictures so you can see 

if you are preparing it right. Perfect for a beginning or challenged cook. 

No matter what level of chef you might be, you’re bound to find something you’ll want to make 

in the numerous cookbooks available at CDPL. Also available are several books on cooking 

gluten-free, low- or no-sugar, raw menus, and other special dietary needs. Don’t worry, your 

sweet tooth can be delighted with all the dessert, cake, and pastry cookbooks, also. We hope you 

stop by the library soon to sample our many cookbook choices! 

  

Epically Entertaining 



By Kerith Bourff 

I just found the new love of my life. It’s a trilogy written by Brandon Sanderson. Sanderson is 

most well known for his contributions to Robert Jordan’s epic fantasy, “Wheel of Time.” 

However, he’s also written a number of his own series which include the “Mistborn” trilogy and 

“The Stormlight Archive” saga. Currently, I’m most enamored of his latest series, “The 

Reckoners.” The first book of this trilogy, “Steelheart,” also happens to be a Young Hoosiers 

Book Nominee for 2016-2017. This book, set in a futuristic dystopian society, contains all the 

elements necessary for a fast-paced fantasy thriller — bombs, vaporizers, gunfights, car chases, 

Epics and rebels. 

Epics are beings that appear to be human, but possess fascinating capabilities that make them 

invulnerable to most dangers. There are different levels of Epics, some more powerful than 

others, but all are cunningly evil. The government has given up trying to enforce the law, and 

now High Epics govern all over the world. No one seems to know how these ordinary humans 

have developed superhuman abilities, but they do know that every Epic has a weakness. 

Unfortunately, their weaknesses are as different as their powers, and they can often keep them 

hidden. 

David, the main protagonist, was only eight when he watched his father die at the hands of an 

Epic named Steelheart. This beastly bastion seems to be impervious to everything: bullets, 

electricity, explosions — nothing can kill him. Now 18-years-of-age, David, intent on avenging 

his father’s death, has been studying the Epics, and wants to join a band of rebels called the 

Reckoners. The Reckoners, equipped with their own savvy skill set and technologically 

advanced gadgets, kill as many Epics as they can in an effort to restore humanity to the world. 

(By the way, my favorite Reckoner is Cody — I’m a sucker for dynamic characters — and by 

dynamic, I mean irresistibly goofy. Cody is a former police officer, who speaks with a Southern 

accent, but tries to convince everyone he’s from Ireland. Oh, Cody, you big lug, you.) 
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Unfortunately, the rebels have been reluctant to go after Steelheart. That is, until David joins 

their ranks. David is the only person alive who knows how Steelheart received that scar on his 

cheek. While hiding behind a desk, that fateful day ten years ago, David saw Steelheart bleed. He 

definitely has a weakness, now they just have to find out what it is. 

Please visit CDPL where we have all of Brandon Sanderson’s books. You will find a few of his 

titles in the 1st floor YA collection, and even more books are available in the 2nd floor Fiction 

collection. We’ll be happy to help you find them. 

  

Adult Chooseable-Path Adventure books are fun! 

 

By Lacey Wallace 

“Mercutio: True, I talk of dreams, 

Which are the children of an idle brain”… 

“Romeo: Enough, enough! Mercutio, be quiet. You’re talking nonsense.” 

–Romeo and Juliet: Act 1, Scene 4 

It’s finally time to step into character and choose your own story. In the novel “Romeo and/or 

Juliet,” Ryan North takes us on approximately 46 quintillion adventures of our choosing, some of 

which are very familiar. With his hilarious scenarios and quirky sense of humor, the pages 

practically turn themselves. Before you know it, you’ve experienced ten possible life paths as 

Juliet and/or Romeo as well as ten very different endings. It’s about time adults get a fun, 

ridiculously silly book to browse through. 

For former “Romeo and Juliet” readers that, like me, just weren’t satisfied with the tragic ending 

of the original, this book is a breath of fresh air. However, if you are sticking with William’s 

version, you can opt for that path as well. North gets an A+ for creativity and comicality. 

For the illustrations alone, this piece of fictional art is worth checking out. From cartoon death 
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duels, pirates, and dancing unicorns, to unicycling pigs, fairy tale weddings, and robot suits, this 

book has the most comical sketches. It sounds pretty nonsensical, and it is, but you simply have 

to read it to experience the endearing, light-hearted amusement that plays a part in every 

situation. As you sift through various schemes, you will even come across a couple mini 

adventures by Christina Marlowe such as “A Midsummer Night’s Choice” and “Fair is Foul 

and/or Foul is Fair.” Titles of these escapades are all very William Shakespeare-ish…I’m sensing 

a pattern here. Come check out this book! It’s just the thing you need to lift the it’s-almost-winter 

blues and bring in some holiday cheer! 

“Romeo and/or Juliet” by Ryan North is new in the adult fiction collection at the Crawfordsville 

District Public Library, and his book, “To Be or Not To Be,” will be added to the collection 

soon. 

Be sure to keep up with all the library’s newest additions by subscribing to Wowbrary, our e-

newsletter. You’ll receive advance notice of all new items, including books & DVDs, as they are 

available for you to reserve. It’s like receiving VIP treatment, but you’ll need to sign up at 

Wowbrary.org to get started. Just enter 47933, the library’s zip code, to enroll with your e-mail 

address. Then be sure to click the link in your e-mail to confirm your subscription, and in the 

future, you’ll receive a library update on Saturdays. Have questions about this service? Please 

ask us! Call 362-2242 or ask one of our staff members the next time you’re in the library. 

 

 

October 6, 2016 

The Man in Black 

By Dianne Combs 
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When you read books, do you ever hear a narrator in your head? I do, and I have discovered a 

book just meant to be read for that very reason. “Cash — The Autobiography” is a perfect read 

for lolling on the porch with a nice cold drink and maybe some music playing in the background. 

It reads like Johnny Cash is sitting in his chair, with a tape recorder, telling his life story. He 

pulls no punches, telling about his amphetamine addiction, and how it affected his career. He 

reminisces about many different artists with whom he collaborated and performed. He loves his 

family, as is evidenced by how sweetly he speaks about June Carter, his second wife, and his 

children from both marriages. He remembers chopping cotton in the Arkansas fields with his 

mother. He speaks lovingly of his older brother and hero, Jack, who died in a tragic accident. 

Jack’s death haunted Johnny for the rest of his life. 

A rather thrilling and probably mostly unknown part of Johnny Cash’s life was serving as a 

Russian Morse code interceptor during the 1950’s. He was the best of the best at his job, and the 

Air Force did not want him to go, but with little home contact during his three-year stay at 

Landsberg, Germany, he was ready to return to the U.S. 

Johnny answers several frequently asked questions like: Why do you always wear black?; What 

inspires you to write music?; Who are your favorite artists to work with? With such a long and 

tumultuous career, Johnny has a large life to scale down and put into a book. He speaks of his 

first wife, Vivian. He tells of her suffering through his addictions, and how it affected his 

children from that marriage. After that marriage collapsed, he married June Carter and they 

stayed married for the rest of their lives. 

If you would like to enjoy some of his music, go to our library’s website, click on “eContent” 

and select either Hoopla, or Music (Freegal). Hoopla has a copy of Mr. Cash reading the New 

Testament. Wouldn’t that be wonderful? Hoopla lets you check out a book for a month and then 

it is automatically returned. On Freegal, you are allowed to download and keep seven different 

songs per week. There are dozens of his songs available on Freegal, and believe me, I’m going to 

download most of them! We also have several of his CD’s in our CD collection, which is kept on 

the first floor of CDPL. Once you get started with our online collection, you will have opened a 

whole new world within the library! 

Have questions about CDPL’s materials, programs, or services? Please give us a call at 765-362-

2242, follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter, or e-mail us at ask@cdpl.lib.in.us! 



  

October 13, 2016 

Family History Month 

By Jodie Wilson 

Did you know that October is Family History Month? As is the case 12 months a year, CDPL 

has an abundance of great resources to help families research their roots. Each October, our 

genealogy specialist, Dellie Craig, offers a free 1-hour introduction to family research for those 

who’d like to begin researching but aren’t quite sure how to start. If you’d like to begin 

researching your own family, just give the Reference & Local History Department a call at 765-

362-2242 ext. 117, and we’ll set up an appointment for you. 

While the majority of our online resources center on Montgomery County, Indiana, we do have 

several services that are useful for anyone: Ancestry.com and HeritageQuest. Both services are 

available for free use onsite. Ancestry.com is available for use only from within the library, but if 

you have borrowing privileges with a CDPL library card, you will be able to take advantage of 

our HeritageQuest subscription, even from home. You will need the barcode number on the back 

of your library card to gain admittance to the service using our library’s link: 

http://www.cdpl.lib.in.us/databases and click the “Heritage Quest Online offsite access for CDPL 

card holders only” link, which appears in the text for the second service in the list. 

If earlier generations of your family called Montgomery County home, we have great news for 

you! Preserving our county’s history and making information accessible has been a major goal 

for CDPL for many years, and as a result, we have a large number of searchable online resources 

in addition to a great collection of county-related materials in print. For about 20 years, CDPL 

has been working to digitize historic documents such as marriage affidavits, records & licenses; 

naturalization records; guardian’s docket records from 1825-1874; and an extensive collection of 

photographs and documents of county history now included in our image database. 
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A comprehensive listing of Montgomery County burials is one of our most frequently used 

resources, providing a searchable index of the names of all those buried with a grave marker in 

any county cemetery. Although many more burials are certainly present, many small cemeteries 

either kept no records, or these cemetery records were not maintained, and the names of the 

others buried have been lost. Several other CDPL indexes include burials of veterans in the 

county. 

Details of your ancestors’ lives may be easier to find than you think! Check the “Vital Statistics” 

database to see if your family members had information published in our local newspapers, and 

we have microfilm collections of most of our local newspapers to find the reference you’re 

looking for. Also, thanks to a recent LSTA grant, many of our early county newspapers are now 

online and can be read from anywhere! Read about the grant and link to the digitized newspaper 

content for 8 recently added Montgomery County titles at: 

http://www.cdpl.lib.in.us/services/reference/hoosier-chronicles 

Another very useful local history resource is the Genealogy Club of Montgomery County, which 

meets at the library. Members represent descendants of many early local families. Stay current 

with their projects, programs, and other updates by viewing: 

https://www.facebook.com/GenClubMontCo/ 

As you continue with your Montgomery County-related research, you may even be able to help 

the library! We’re always hoping to improve our collection to add additional resources, including 

photographs of early residents, schools, organizations or businesses; pioneer diaries; folded 

stampless letters; or any other resources that will help us to understand our county’s history from 

the earliest years. 

Sharing with us makes it easier to share with relatives you may have never met, and also, check 

our databases carefully to see if a relative has shared information with us that you may find to be 

a family treasure. If you have any items that you feel would be helpful to assist in local research, 

we would greatly appreciate talking to you! Please contact us at 765-362-2242 ext. 117, and we 

thank you for your partnership in creating a comprehensive local history collection. 

  

October 20, 2016 

Longmire — A Modern Western 



By Dianne Combs 

Many of us have become enamored of the Walt Longmire series on Netflix in the last few years. 

Did you know that the show is based on a series of books by Craig Johnson? This New York 

Times best-selling series is available at CDPL, and we invite you to read these westerns set in 

modern-day Wyoming. If you are a fan of the televised series, you will be glad to know we have 

seasons 1-3 on DVD, as well as several books in the series in large print, in our online ebook 

collection, and in audiobook. The TV series is slightly different than the books, so I consider that 

just more Walt and crew to enjoy! 

“Kindness Goes Unpunished” is the third book in the series. Walter Longmire, the sheriff of 

Absaroka County, Wyoming, is contemplating his election to sheriff again, and deciding whether 

or not he wants to get out in two years and let Victoria, or “Vic,” his young, attractive, but very 

tough deputy, recently of Philadelphia, take over. He also plans on traveling to Philadelphia to 

visit “The Greatest Legal Mind of Our Time,” AKA his daughter Cady, who is about to marry a 

local Philadelphia attorney. Walt and his lifelong friend, Henry Standing Bear, take off for Philly 

in Henry’s beautifully restored powder blue Thunderbird, along with the dog named Dog. Henry 

has an appointment to set up an antique photo collection at an art institute in the city, so it is a 

perfect time for a buddy trip. The first person Walt meets is Lena Moretti, Vic’s quite attractive 

mother who brings him up-to-date on all the Moretti family intrigues, including her husband, an 

opera-singing police detective. They go out for a while, and when they return, one of Lena’s 

sons, also a policeman, meets them at Cady’s place. He relates the news that Cady has been the 

victim of a violent crime, and the guilty party appears to be her fiance, Devon Conliffe. Walt 

listens to a voicemail left by Devon on Cady’s phone, and becomes overwhelmed by the vitriol 

spewed by this supposed lover of his daughter. Walt and Henry search for this young man, only 

to find that he has been thrown off a bridge. As the plot thickens, the author heightens the 

suspense by introducing anonymous notes that are left for Walt in various historical landmarks 
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throughout Philadelphia. He and Henry spend time trying to solve the mystery behind these 

messages, and how they are related to the crime against Cady. 

Walt begins working with Officers Gowder and Katz of the Philadelphia Police.They search 

through Cady’s case files and come upon William White Eyes, a strange rich boy who lives in an 

authentic tepee inside a warehouse. All the while, Cady’s care is being passed back and forth 

between Lena, Walt, Henry, Vic, and Lena’s son, Michael, who begins to have more than a 

passing interest in Cady. 

Come in and grab a copy of this great book, and have a look at all the other Walt Longmire 

novels we have on the shelves of CDPL. 

  

October 27, 2016 

A New Paranormal Romance on the shelf! 

By Lacey Wallace 

“I am not the monster who lives inside me.” — Baden 

“If you don’t deal with your demons, they will deal with you, and it’s gonna hurt.” — Nikki Sixx 

Everyone deals with their own demons throughout their lives. Whether they are buried in the 

past, arrived closer to the present, or are floating in bubbles of worry about the future, we all 

battle them. Gena Showalter, one of my favorite authors, has written an entire series called 

“Lords of the Underworld” about these immortal Greek warriors that opened Pandora’s box and 

unleashed demons of every kind out in the open. The gods decided to punish the warriors so that 

now they each carry one of those demons inside themselves which they fight and try to suppress 

every moment of every day. 

http://www.cdpl.lib.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Lacey-mugshot-1.jpg


In “The Darkest Torment,” Baden, former keeper of the Demon of Distrust who has been given 

another opportunity at a civilized life, harbors a new entity called Destruction. The demon he has 

now been dealt comes with plenty of unease, and Baden has been given a mission from Hades, 

King of the Underworld, that will test him greatly. The plot thickens as the reader remains on the 

edge of what is hopefully a very comfy chair anticipating whether or not Baden will let his inner 

demon overcome him and ruin his chance at a second life and possibly his first chance at love. 

Katarina is a regular person with a regular dog training job. She has recently had her whole 

world turned upside down when she accidentally caught the eye of a powerful, dangerous man 

who blackmailed her into marriage. Baden walks in just as the ceremony ends and takes the new 

bride hostage as an impromptu part of the mission. First impressions aren’t always the best 

representation of one’s self, and that is certainly the case with these two characters. Both making 

unfavorable assumptions about each other, Katarina and Baden have yet to realize they may have 

actually saved each other from a life of pain. 

Mrs. Showalter has been creating her own worlds for years and makes reader escapism 

incredibly easy. Her character development is always done so well that you laugh along with the 

inside jokes without thinking and angrily turn the pages when you know someone is about to be 

pushed too far. Each book is its own masterpiece. She continues to write paranormal romance, 

contemporary romance, as well as a couple series for young adult readers. “The Darkest 

Torment” is available in the new adult fiction section of the Crawfordsville District Public 

Library. 

 

 

September 8, 2016 

Allergen-Free Cooking 



By Jodie Wilson 

You probably know someone who has to be very careful with what they eat. Maybe it’s because 

of a food allergy, gluten sensitivity, celiac disease, or a particular food that causes symptoms, 

making it necessary to eliminate it from the diet. When the doctor and dietitian have 

recommended a special diet, CDPL has the resources to make the switch easier. 

“Cooking Allergy-Free: Simple Inspired Meals for Everyone,” by Jenna Short, is a new 

collection item. This cookbook has introductory information on stocking your pantry, 

highlighting ingredients which may contain hidden allergens. An icon system labels each recipe, 

indicating whether it is gluten-free, vegan, or vegetarian. Specific allergens are indicated as 

being absent with icons: wheat-free; milk-free; nut-free; egg-free; shellfish-free; fish-free; soy-

free and corn-free. With delicious menu options like Turkey Pot Pie, Sweet and Spicy Meatballs, 

and Garlic Mashed Potatoes, this cookbook would be a helpful tool for those cooks trying to 

accommodate special diets. Many color photographs are included. 

Cookbooks in the CDPL collection for gluten-free diets are “Cooking for Isaiah: Gluten-Free & 

Dairy-Free Recipes for Easy, Delicious Meals,” by Silvana Sarah Berghoff McClure; and “The 

Gluten-Free Gourmet Makes Dessert,” by Bette Hagman; and “Cooking for Your Gluten-Free 

Teen: Everyday Foods the Whole Family Will Love,” by Carlyn Berghoff. “Going Gluten Free,” 

by Joseph A. Murray, M.D. is a very comprehensive resource produced by the Mayo Clinic. This 

item includes an introductory view of gluten, problems relating to gluten consumption, and how 

to handle living without it. It also includes a chapter on helping children to manage the gluten-

free lifestyle. Many other resources on this same topic are included in the CDPL collection. 

“Celiac Disease: A Hidden Epidemic,” by Peter H.R. Green, M.D., & Rory Jones, provides 

detailed information about this auto-immune disease, and “Jennifer’s Way,” by actress Jennifer 

Esposito tells her personal story of her struggle with this disease. 

“Food Allergies: A Complete Guide for Eating When Your Life Depends on It,” by Scott H. 

Sicherer, M.D. is a very good introductory book about all food allergies including gluten, 
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peanuts, milk, shellfish, grains, soy, and many other allergens, and was published by the Johns 

Hopkins University Press. Although it is not a cookbook, it is full of very useful information 

regarding allergies and allergic reactions, details of diagnostic tests used to determine allergies, 

interpretation of test results, allergy-related chronic health problems, and possible treatments. 

Our Hoopla e-book collection also includes many diet-related resources, requires no trip to the 

library, and is available 24-7-365. Take a look at our downloadable e-books at: 

www.hoopladigital.com. You will need a current CDPL card to establish an account and borrow 

materials. If you’re unable to use your library card to set up a Hoopla account, please contact the 

library’s circulation department at 362-2242 opt. 1. 

The library’s collection is intended to provide background information on health-related topics 

and is not a substitute for qualified medical care. Please consult your personal doctor with any 

questions regarding your medical condition. 

  

September 15, 2016 

Young Adult Review 

By Lacey Wallace 

“She’s been dead two years when I see her in the grocery store… It’s her. I am looking at my 

mother. The mother I last saw in a coffin; the mother we buried at Richfield Cemetery two years 

ago last week. The mother who’s dead because of me.” — Signs of You 

I’m fascinated by Emily France’s debut novel “Signs of You.” I enjoy books that start with the 

plot in motion, the ones that dive in right away and suggest you keep all arms and legs inside the 

moving vehicle. These are the books that I tend to read over and over. But watch out! This type 

of mystery storyline will tug at your heartstrings. You may get emotionally involved with these 
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compassionate fictional characters and the unfortunate circumstances they’ve had to endure so 

early in life. 

Four freshmen, Kate, Jay, Noah, and Riley, are practically inseparable after meeting in an after-

school counseling/tutoring program. They have all suffered significant losses of close loved ones 

in their lives, and each depend on one another for support. 

Things start to get weird after Riley, Jay, and Kate try on a centuries old necklace which 

belonged to St. Ignatius that Jay’s dad discovered in a cave a few years before he died. Riley sees 

her mother grocery shopping and starts to think she’s losing her mind, because her mom has 

been dead for a couple of years now. She soon finds out that although Noah can’t relate and 

briefly thinks they are all crazy, Jay and Kate have had similar sightings. Once the four figure 

out that the events could be linked to the necklace, Noah and the necklace disappear. 

The mission to find their lost friend exposes a bigger mystery than they could’ve ever imagined. 

Uncovering ancient secrets and piecing together symbolic clues makes for a DaVinci Code-like 

experience. The bond between these four friends is tested as they each have revelations about the 

past and the paths they will ultimately choose for the future. Death may have brought them 

together, but living and persevering keeps them connected. 

“Signs of You” by Emily France is located in the Young Adult section of the Crawfordsville 

District Public Library. 

  

September 22, 2016 

A Hoosier Holiday, Driving Mr. Dreiser 

By Dianne Combs 

“A Hoosier Holiday,” by Theodore Dreiser, is considered to be one of the first books on auto 

travel and one of Hoosier writer Dreiser’s best works. While attending a party in New York in 
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1915, Dreiser had a casual conversation with Franklin Booth, also a Hoosier, and a well-known 

illustrator. Booth threw out the idea of driving home to Indiana for a tour, and Dreiser came up 

with the idea for a book about the trip. Frank’s brother and driver, nicknamed “Speed,” would be 

their driver, and Frank would illustrate the resulting book. 

The beginning chapters detail their ramble across New York and Pennsylvania. Imagine driving 

cross-country and stopping at every little whipstitch town for gasoline or a mechanic, if they 

could be found, or for a meal at a tiny country hotel. Every little town was flavored by its 

inhabitants and not corporate America. Driving was on bumpy, muddy, unfinished roads that 

rattled the teeth. Speed would ask for the best roads, but Theodore was “for adventure, regardless 

of machines or roads.” Theirs was not a straight route, but an ambling tour of upper Pennsylvania 

and lower New York. State roads were to be avoided for the ever-widening potholes, and 

detouring became the route of the day. 

The men finally arrive in Indiana and start their sentimental tour of old home towns, starting in 

Warsaw. Here Theodore chats with a store clerk to catch up with old names and faces in a 

beloved time from his youth. He even takes a tour of a house his family had lived in, with all the 

melancholy that would evoke. They eventually make it to Frank and Speed’s parents house in 

Carmel. Here they pick up Bert, their new chauffeur, and move along to Indianapolis, then to 

Terre Haute. He remembers that when his father’s wool mill burned, Chauncey Rose, founder of 

Rose Polytechnic Institute, offered a loan to rebuild, but his father refused. In this town, he 

remembers many family stories, tragedies, and struggles. He frequently writes of his father’s 

inability to love and raise a family properly, but waxes poetic about his beloved mother. 

Carrying on to Sullivan, he remembers playing with his brother there while they listened for 

trains, and lying in a clover field, day-dreaming. 

Along the way they collected picture postcards as a remembrance for each burg passed through. 

While stopped for cards in Princeton, they developed a taste for cantaloupe and Frank ate two! 

Theodore spends much time observing the inhabitants of each town passed through. As for the 

general American, born and raised, he swings from contempt for their naivete, to admiration for 

their simpleness and conventionality. His comments along the way seem a bit jaded, like he has 

spent too much time in the “big city.” I wonder how often he walked in crowds of New Yorkers 

later, dreaming of the deep blue skies and fresh air of southern Indiana? 



The CDPL collection contains many books on Indiana history and also on travel in the state. 

Wonder what we have for you? Explore our online patron access catalog from our library’s 

website at www.cdpl.lib.in.us Need help? Please call CDPL at 362-2242 for more information on 

the library’s materials, services & programming. 

  

September 29, 2016 

The 8th annual Summer at the Museum was a great success! 

By Kathy Brown & Sadie Blanton 

What a fun and fantastic summer we had here at the Carnegie Museum! The summer program 

kept us very busy. Children were able to complete one of five possible activities during each visit 

to the museum and earn a prize for each activity they finished. Altogether, 264 children signed 

up for our summer program and 86 of them completed all five activities to earn the grand prize, a 

t-shirt designed by the staff of the CMMC — plus a new book of the child’s choice! (The t-shirts 

are available for purchase at the CMMC gift shop: $10 for children’s sizes, $12 for adult sizes.) 

We saw lots of new faces this year, along with many familiar ones. It’s so exciting to introduce 

new families to the museum! 

This year’s summer activities were centered around our Indiana Bicentennial exhibit. Children 

had the opportunity to discover interesting facts and history about Indiana—past, present, and all 

things in-between. 

One popular activity that our summer participants took part in was our voting ballot. This year 

we had 111 children vote! Children were able to cast their vote in five different categories asking 

for their favorites. Swimming was a clear winner, as it has been every year, for favorite summer 

activity, with a whopping 68 votes! Favorite summer snack was ice cream with 49 votes, with 

popsicles in second place at 24 votes. Summer at the Museum placed first in favorite museum 

program with 61 votes. Art, with 46 votes, was very popular for favorite school subject, with 

math and science almost tied for second place with 24 & 25 votes. 

Last, but definitely not least, the winning name for our bison was Fluffy with 26 votes! Other 

names receiving votes included: Buffy (in second place!) Percival, Elmer, Sir-Eats-A-Lot, Hairy, 

Monty, Bob, Brownie, Montgomery, and several other “write-in” suggestions. 
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We are so proud of all this year’s participants for their hard work and creativity. It was a joy to 

see everyone having fun and learning at the same time. 

Looking ahead to upcoming events, we have “Building with Biology: Activities and 

Conversations about Synthetic Biology” which started September 14 and runs through October 

1. We have Hands-On Activities with activity stations set up throughout the building so our 

visitors can investigate the world of synthetic biology. Synthetic biology uses new techniques 

combining biology and engineering to make new or modified things and materials. 

For participants high-school age or older, on Thursday, September 29th from 6-8 p.m., the 

CMMC will host a discussion forum, “Should We Engineer the Mosquito?” The forum, 

facilitated by Wabash College Professor Sara Drury and Wabash students, will consider genetic 

engineering and related issues. Refreshments will be served. 

And upcoming on Saturday, October 1st is our 8th annual Brain Day! Learn about the human 

brain with Wabash Professors of Neuroscience Neil Schmitzer-Torbert and Heidi Walsh. See 

real brains up close, map your own brain, listen to real neurons, test out our remote controlled 

cockroach, and much more! Fun for all ages, and admission is free! Call the Museum for more 

information about any of our upcoming events at 765-362-4618. 

 

 

August 4, 2016 

What Do I Do with All This Food? 

By Dianne Combs 

Okay, my green-thumbed gardening friends, it’s frenzy time in the garden. Oh, sure, you have 

already left zucchini on your neighbor’s porch at 1 a.m., smartly choosing the only house without 



an automatic night light. But right now, you have tomatoes, and tomatoes, and tomatoes! You 

have peppers, and onions, and everything else, sheesh! What to do with it all? Come to the 

library, and we can get you started. We loan out several books on food preservation which will 

help you keep all that luscious produce you have been sweating over all summer. 

“Put ‘em Up–A Comprehensive Home Preserving Guide for the Creative Cook,” is a well-

written and illustrated book that hits all the different methods of food preservation. Blanching, 

freezing, infusing, canning, and drying are all discussed with illustrations and photos that help 

you along. One section you MUST read and put first on your preserving agenda is “Things That 

Will Surely Get You into Trouble.” If any book on canning or preserving says to not deviate 

from the recipe, there is a reason — botulism — which can kill you or anyone who eats poorly 

preserved food. USDA guidelines are used when times and pressures for canning are included in 

a recipe. Follow them. Do not deviate from recipes. I have been a food gardener and preserver 

my whole life, and still return to my book every single time I use my canner. 

“Putting Food By,” by Greene, Hertzberg, and Vaughan, has been my perennially favorite food 

preserving book. It goes deeply into the science of canning, but also has several great recipes for 

each type of preserving. The pickling recipes are fabulous. Green Tomato Pickle is a great recipe 

for the end of the season, usually the day before a hard frost. Not only the usual fruit and 

vegetable recipes are included, but also chapters on canning and freezing meats and seafoods, 

curing with salt and smoke, and even root-cellaring. 

A standard amongst all food preservation books is the “Ball Complete Book of Home 

Preserving,” by Kingry and Devine. This book mainly focuses on jams, jellies, spreads, pickles, 

and tomatoes. Flipping through it, I find that the recipes are printed clearly, with larger print. 

Almost every recipe has tips for making your product the best it can be — “Apples Studded with 

Cherries and Raisins” sounds divine, and you can always bring some to us for taste-testing. 

“How to Store Your Garden Produce,” by Warren is the simplest preserving book I could find. 

One page per fruit or vegetable is given, with simple ways to freeze, dry store, salt, pickle, or 

even make wine. 

Whatever you decide to preserve for winter eating, make sure it stays tasty and safe. Follow 

directions, and keep all your utensils and containers clean. Think about a future cold December 



day, when you will open a jar of beautiful jelly and reflect back on that sunshiny day in the 

garden, when you picked, (and ate) those wonderfully juicy berries. 

Please visit the library to view the many other cookbooks, canning and preservation guides, and 

gardening-related materials available here, or explore our online e-books on canning and 

preserving available through Hoopla. Have questions about our materials? Please call 362-2242 

ext. 117 for help locating the resources you need. 

  

August 11, 2016 

Suspense is good for the heart 

By Lacey Wallace 

I had no choice in the matter, no bookmark necessary. I had to find out how this riddle was 

solved, even if it took me all night. Right away I was falling down a rabbit hole filled with 

murder, adultery, organized crime, and a tiny white poodle named Josephine. “To Trust A 

Stranger” by Karen Robards starts out dark and mysterious, and reeled me in from page one. 

Julie has allegedly and unknowingly married into the mob. Her quest to trail her potentially 

cheating spouse has opened a giant jar of worms that cannot be closed. When she runs into the 

dressed-in-drag private investigator Mac (or is it Debbie?) in the middle of the night, it’s a lucky 

find for both of them. Mac has had a long history with the aforementioned husband and running 

into Julie is his opportunity to finally get to the bottom of his brother’s disappearance fifteen 

years earlier. 

Josephine, Mac’s inherited furry accomplice, comes along with Mac and Julie, and is definitely 

her very own character throughout the story. She warms up to Julie immediately and soon has 

her wrapped around her little paw. Mac tries to leave Josephine at home while he’s on the hunt 

for evidence against Julie’s husband Sid, but little Josephine gets into a lot of mischief tearing 
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apart telephones and drywall in his absence. Julie insists that she must’ve been bored and that he 

might as well bring the adorable fluffy poodle with them. 

Sid is a callous human being who decides he’s done being married, so he puts a hit out on his 

wife to avoid divorce. He has everyone in town on his payroll and plays by his own rules in 

every aspect of his life, illegal business ventures as well as extra personal relationships. Mac 

knows more about the real Sid than Julie ever knew, and she starts finding out who she actually 

married little by little on their various adventures either following her husband or avoiding the 

lurking hitman. Learning about the monster she married makes Julie question who she can 

actually trust. Relying on her own instincts is crucial, and Mac seems pretty dependable until 

Julie realizes he might be using her for his own vendetta with Sid. 

Robards’ novel “To Trust A Stranger” is now one of my favorites. I’ll admit, it’s outside of my 

preferred genre, but sometimes a little suspense is good for the heart. If you like Janet 

Evanovich, you will enjoy the anxiety and humor that at times has you on the edge of your seat, 

but laughing out loud five minutes later. With hilarious main characters and amusing banter in 

the mix of life and death situations, it makes for an engaging and compelling experience. You 

can find this title as well as others by Karen Robards in the adult fiction collection at the 

Crawfordsville District Public Library. 

  

August 18, 2016 

The sequel is even better 

By Kerith Bourff 

Undoubtedly you’ve heard people say, ‘the book is better than the movie.’ Despite the joy of 

seeing some of our favorite characters come to life on the big screen, avid readers inexplicably 

understand the sacredness of keeping their favorite books safely locked away in their own 

imagination, pure and unfettered by Hollywood’s tainted depictions. In my opinion, “Me Before 

You,” written by Jojo Moyes, is no exception. Admittedly, there is also a certain apprehension 

when picking up a sequel to one of your favorite books. After all, how can it possibly be as good 
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as the first? Let me assure you, Moyes’ sequel “After You,” is just as brilliant, if not better, than 

the first. 

When we left Louisa at the end of the first book, she had just witnessed the legal suicide of the 

man she loved, Will Traynor. Will, a quadriplegic, decided he no longer wanted to live his life in 

a wheelchair after being struck by a drunk driver. Although they only knew each other for six 

months, they had developed a deeply profound connection, and Will left a substantial amount of 

money for Louisa. She sets off for Paris, where we believe she is on her way to recovery and 

great adventure. 

As the second book opens, we meet up with Louisa in London, working at a pub. A year and half 

has passed, but she is understandably still grieving. We follow Louisa from the pub to her flat, 

where she goes to the roof to shout angrily at Will for leaving her, “You didn’t give me a bloody 

life, did you? You just smashed up my old one!” Standing dangerously close to the edge of the 

building, Louisa loses her footing when a voice startles her. She falls five stories and is severely 

injured. 

Sam, a paramedic, tells her in the ambulance, “You never know what will happen when you fall 

from a great height.” Yes, this is what we call foreshadowing, but truly, Ambulance Sam is 

awesome, and brave, and kind, and just all sorts of cool! (I’m pretty sure I have a crush on him.) 

The voice on the roof? Just another troubled soul left behind by Will — someone Will didn’t 

know existed. Ironically, this tortured teen brings significant emotional healing to Louisa and the 

rest of the Traynor family. 

The character development in this story is genuinely phenomenal. Their comically quirky antics 

and personal growth quickly make them feel like part of your own family. And it’s not just the 

main characters who are so winsome, the peripheral personalities are just as tantalizing. For 

example, the cast of characters who belong to the grief counseling group Louisa attends possess 

their own brand of pluckiness that is so compelling you don’t actually mind being dragged to the 

meetings with her. Then there’s Bernard, Louisa’s father. He is a decidedly colorful chap — 

especially when he awakens from a nap and discovers he has blue ink all over his face, courtesy 

of Thom, his five-year-old grandson. As if that’s not comical enough, he also gets the “heebie-

jeebies” when his wife, Josie, stops shaving her legs — courtesy of the courses on feminism 

she’s taking at the local college. Josie, normally a timid housewife, experiences her own 



transformation that puts a proud smile on your face — especially when she befriends a bathroom 

attendant who works at an upscale hotel. Oh, it’s fabulous! 

Please visit CDPL where we have numerous books by Jojo Moyes, including “The Girl You Left 

Behind,” and “One Plus One.” 

  

August 25, 2016 

Tales of the High Seas — Early American Style 

By Dianne Combs 

Upon delving deeply into my family’s past, I have found the proverbial skeleton, and few other 

interesting fellows. One such ancestor, William Bainbridge, was a sea captain for the United 

States in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. “Narratives of Barbary Captivity”, a Lakeside 

Classic, contains three autobiographical sketches of American naval men taken by Barbary states 

in North Africa, and two of them served, and were imprisoned, with Bainbridge. This first-

person type of historical record is vastly more interesting to me than just reading census records 

and finding family grave sites. 

James Leander Cathcart wrote the first narrative about his eleven-year captivity in Algiers from 

1785 to 1796. This is probably one of the earliest foreign affairs the newly minted United States 

government had to handle. While aboard the American merchant ship Maria, he and the crew 

were captured, and enslaved in Algiers. Cathcart spoke Spanish, which gave him an advantage, 

so he was able to get better placements and to negotiate treaties for the United States to ensure 

freedom for the ship’s crew and free trade for the country. 

The ship’s surgeon’s mate, Jonathan Cowdery, aboard the “Philadelphia” with Capt. Bainbridge, 

is the second narrative author. The “Philadelphia” had been sent to blockade Tripoli and 

Bainbridge accidently ran it aground in October, 1803. Tripolitan sailors seized it, and took 
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anything they could carry away. They would later sell these possessions back to the prisoners for 

exorbitant prices. Ransoms were proposed and much negotiation ensued. In February of 1804, 

Stephen Decatur sneaked into the Tripoli harbor in the middle of the night and blew up the 

Philadelphia, thereby depriving the Algerians of this ship. Dr. Cowdery was used extensively 

while a prisoner in Tripoli for his medical knowledge in treating members of the Bashaw’s 

family, (the Bashaw was the leader of Tripoli at the time), and for keeping the prisoners alive. 

In 1803, our third narrator, William Ray, found himself penniless and away from home. In order 

to support himself, he signed up to serve aboard the “Philadelphia,” a ship captained by William 

Bainbridge. Ray was a learned man, and so spent time while at sea writing poetry. He also wrote 

letters for the crew to plead with Captain Bainbridge for better treatment, wages, and rations 

while on the ship. His memories of his captivity, later published as “Horrors of Slavery” when he 

returned to the States, contain great descriptions of marine battles between the Tripolitans and 

the U. S. gunboats. Ray and Bainbridge did not get along and Bainbridge was not happy with 

these memoirs when they were printed. 

The library has over ninety Lakeside Classics, which are printed and annually distributed by R. 

R. Donnelley. Topics on American history range from early Spanish exploration to 20th century 

politics. Search for them on our online catalog by typing in “the Lakeside Classics.” I am sure 

that you will find a first-person recollection that covers a time period of American history of 

interest to you. 

 

 

July 28, 2016 

Hoopla! 

By Jodie Wilson 



Several months ago, CDPL added an awesome new e-book, e-audiobook, downloadable music 

and streaming video service called Hoopla. An easy-to-use app makes the service quick and 

simple, and now we can offer over 325,000 electronic titles directly to our patrons! Movies, 

television, comic books, and books in both e-book and e-audiobook format are available through 

Hoopla. Our user numbers are climbing, but we want to be sure everyone knows about the 

easiest way to borrow free e-books and more. 

So what specifically can you find on Hoopla? Just a few great examples of the movies now 

available are the titles: “The Giver;” “The Girl on the Train;” “Spy Kids;” “Serena” with Bradley 

Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence; and “A Little Bit of Heaven,” with Kate Hudson. Television 

programs include “Max & Ruby;” “Madeline;” the PBS “Inspector Lewis” series; the original 

“Addams Family” series; “Sanctuary” video series; Jillian Michaels fitness videos; and more. 

Much of the video content available is exclusive to Hoopla. Streaming video content can be 

borrowed for 72 hours. 

E-audiobooks available through Hoopla include the brand-new release, “White Trash: The 400-

Year Untold History of Class in America” by Nancy Isenberg; “Armageddon: How Trump Can 

Beat Hillary,” by Dick Morris and Eileen McGann; “The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up,” 

by Marie Kondo; “Call the Midwife” by Jennifer Worth, and multiple titles by popular authors 

Neil Gaiman, Liane Moriarty, Susan Mallery, and Eckhart Tolle. 

The most popular music item for CDPL at the moment is “Hamilton: The Broadway Cast 

Recording;” but other albums of interest include “Blurryface” by Twenty One Pilots; “Finding 

Dory” the soundtrack; “Ripcord” by Keith Urban; “Where the Light Shines” by Switchfoot; “X” 

by Ed Sheeran; “Smoke + Mirrors” by Imagine Dragons; and “Handwritten” by Shawn Mendes. 

Hoopla offers 80% of the Billboard Top 200 Chart albums as part of its service. 

Popular e-books available for children include “Artemis Fowl: The Opal Deception;” “Serafina 

and the Black Cloak” by Robert Beatty; and “Percy Jackson and the Olympians” by Rick 

Riordan. Speaking of kids, Hoopla recently added a kids mode feature, allowing parents to limit 

viewable content to materials written for children 12 and under. This feature may be enabled 

under the settings displayed by clicking on your account name at the top right corner of the 

screen. 



E-books for adults include: “The First Hostage” by Joel C. Rosenberg; “Parenting with Love and 

Logic” by Foster Cline and Jim Fay; “The Four Seasons of Marriage” by Gary Chapman; “The 

Color Purple” by Alice Walker; “A Certain Magic” by Mary Balogh; “The Prince of Tides” by 

Pat Conroy; and “Slaughterhouse Five” by Kurt Vonnegut. 

E-books, e-audiobooks, comics, and graphic novels all check out for 21 days. 

By visiting hoopladigital.com and signing up for the service, you can access the over 325,000 

titles immediately. You’ll need to sign up for a library card or renew your existing one before 

you can set up your new Hoopla account. Have questions about library card eligibility? Please 

call 362-2242 option 1, or stop by the library, and we’ll be glad to help you get started. 

 

July 21, 2016 

Our DVD and Music CD collections 

By Jodie Wilson 

Public libraries are certainly great places to find books, but you can find much more at CDPL. 

This week, let’s look a bit closer at our DVD and Music CD collections. We have some great 

new collection additions to tell you about! 

A partial list of the 2016 releases in the library’s DVD collection items includes: “Star Wars 

Episode VII: The Force Awakens;” “Zootopia;” “Creed;” “Bridge of Spies;” “The Hunger 

Games. Mockingjay, part 2;” “Concussion;” “Downton Abbey, Season 6;” “Suffragette;” “The 

Revenant;” “The 33;” “The Good Dinosaur;” “Deadpool;” “Miss You Already;” “Sherlock: The 

Abominable Bride;” “Billy the Kid: New Evidence;” “Spectre;” “Jane Got a Gun;” “Scouts 

Guide to the Zombie Apocalypse;” “Brooklyn;” “The Peanuts Movie;” “The Lady in the Van” 

and “Miracles from Heaven.” 



A few of last year’s most popular releases include: “Game of Thrones: The Complete Fourth 

Season;” Montgomery County’s own “Halloween Indiana: An Unusual Tale of Horror in the 

Heartland;” “Inside Out;” “War Room;” “Minions;” “Jurassic World;” “Mad Max: Fury Road;” 

“The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies;” “Big Hero 6;” “Spy;” “Fury;” “The Martian;” 

“Tomorrowland;” “A Walk in the Woods;” and “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 

Very Bad Day.” 

In addition to the newer releases, many classic films have recently been purchased including 

several by Alfred Hitchcock and even a few foreign cinema titles as well. 

Recent additions to the Music CD collection include: “This Is What the Truth Feels Like” by 

Gwen Stefani; Weezer’s White Album; “Death of a Bachelor” by Panic! At the Disco; “2016’s 

Grammy nominees;” “Hymns That Are Important to Us by Joey + Rory;” “This Is Not a Test” 

by Tobymac; “25” by Adele; “Handwritten” by Shawn Mendes; “American Beauty/American 

Psycho” by Fall Out Boy; “Dark Sky Island” by Enya; “Purpose” by Justin Bieber, and many 

others. 

But if these titles aren’t on the shelf when you visit the library, what can you do to make sure 

you borrow them as soon as possible? We have a system for that, and we’d be happy to show 

you how to use it to your benefit. Patrons may place a “hold request” for individual items if they 

are currently checked out to another patron. 

If you have access to the internet, you can place your hold requests from anywhere. Just begin by 

going to the library’s website: www.cdpl.lib.in.us and then in the upper right-hand corner, click 

on “Go to catalog.” Search for the item you’re hoping to borrow. When you locate it, note in the 

Local Availability field if there is a copy available. If it says 0, someone else has it out – but the 

system can reserve it for you when it is returned. Click on the “Place Request” button. Carefully 

enter your barcode number from your library card in the top box, and your password in the 

bottom box. Click “login.” When the Request screen appears, click “Submit Request.” Other 

holds may be ahead of yours, so you may have a significant wait but it will be much faster than 

trying to anticipate when it will be returned. Don’t forget to log out when you’re done. 

Having trouble placing a hold request? Please call CDPL at 362-2242 ext. 109 for assistance, or 

stop by one of the library’s service desks the next time you visit the library. We’ll be happy to 

help. 



 

July 14, 2016 

Come Plan Your Dream Vacation at the Library! 

By Dianne Combs 

Ah! July! The busiest month for vacations. Have you made any plans? Are you dreaming of a 

long European excursion? A trip to the West coast? Or just a nice Saturday drive through 

Indiana? If so, the library is the place to begin your travels. Our acquisition librarian has been 

busy updating our travelogues and DVDs on local, national, and international travel. Most books 

are current through the last three years. If you are a PBS travel show watcher, as my whole 

family is, then you will recognize such names as Rick Steves and Rudy Maxa. We also have 

Lonely Planet, Eyewitness Travel, and several others. 

Rick Steves never fails to give us unique views of the places he promotes in his books. Just 

opening the book to Madrid, I find walking and food tours, complete with information on local 

guides. Included are self-guided tours with detailed maps that would help any traveler to enjoy 

their visit. He gives tips on best times to visit, along with prices and great descriptions of the 

sights to see. Travel by bus, train, or taxi is also described with information perfect for someone 

from out of town. We have several of Rick’s books on Europe including my favorite — “Europe 

Through the Back Door.” 

Eyewitness Travel books are extraordinary. Full of great color photos, I felt a familiarity with 

each location just by studying the pictures. The detailed maps of city centers included would 

certainly orient me well in an unfamiliar place. Glancing through, I find that these books have 

more general information on each destination. CDPL now has Canada, Germany, London, and 

Alaska in this series. 



On the new books shelf upstairs resides a thick, wonderfully researched book, “1000 Places to 

See Before You Die.” This, a great map, and a pot of coffee would keep me busy for days! Six 

continents are covered, along with the Caribbean and the Middle East. Small color photos appear 

frequently, along with detailed patron information for at least one restaurant or hotel in the area 

described. 

We have over 30 “Lonely Planet” books covering European countries, American cities, and the 

most interesting “Volunteering: A Traveler’s Guide to Making a Difference Around the World.” 

This publisher’s works seem to be the largest and most diverse on travel that we have. 

You may celebrate Indiana’s bicentennial by traveling the state with these books: “Little Indiana: 

Small Town Destinations,” “Insiders’ Guide: Fun with the Family:Indiana,” “Kids Love 

Indiana,” and “Oddball Indiana.” 

Wherever your wanderlust wants to take you, be sure to check all the travel information available 

to you at the Crawfordsville District Public Library before you go! Bon voyage! 

 

July 7, 2016 

Threeps, beeps, and brain implants 

By Kerith Bourff 

Okay, Okay, so I love sci-fi. But do you know what’s even better than sci-fi? A sci-fi murder 

mystery! I recently troweled my way through the peculiar pages of a John Scalzi novel that left 

me reeling with futuristic fascination. Oh, how I adore the mind of an author who can tantalize 

with chimerical concepts that I’m just certain are on the horizon for the human race! 

Scalzi begins his book, “Lock In,” in the not-so-distant future with the description of a new virus 

that mimics the flu. However, that’s just the first stage of the illness. Those who are unable to 

fight the virus, enter the second stage, which leaves them with an altered brain structure. 

Fortunately, these individuals suffer no detectable physical or mental impairments. Then there 

are those who slip into the third and final stage. This stage results in full paralysis with full 



cognition: they are completely aware, but completely unable to respond to the world around 

them. They are locked inside their bodies. This pandemic is known as “Haden’s Syndrome.” 

Because of its global effects, The United States has dropped vast sums of money into research 

designed to better understand brain function and provide prostheses that allow people with 

Haden’s to participate in society. 

A quarter of a century later, Hadens (the shortened term used in the book for those afflicted with 

the syndrome) have chips embedded in their brains that are connected to “threeps.” A threep is 

basically an android. Through the androids, Hadens can fully function in society. They can talk 

to people, be employed, and go on vacations. One of things they can’t do is eat. Fortunately, it 

was also discovered that those who suffered the second stage of the virus, but didn’t succumb to 

the third, are able to act as “Integrators.” Because of their altered brain structures, Integrators are 

able to slip into a form of unconsciousness while someone else assumes their body. This means 

someone who is locked in can, for a brief time, borrow an Integrator’s body to experience life as 

a fully sensitized human being. Apparently, the first thing most Hadens want to do is order big 

greasy cheeseburgers — who can blame them? 

Chris Shane is a Haden who uses a threep to perform his job as an FBI agent. His second day on 

the job he is sent to investigate a murder that was apparently committed by an Integrator. The 

Integrator, of course, denies having committed the murder. Agent Shane realizes, through video 

taken at the scene of the crime, the Integrator never had any blood on his hands, which doesn’t fit 

with a crime scene that is drenched in it. However, Integrators (a licensed and regulated practice) 

have legal rights of confidentiality and he won’t release the name of his client. 

As Agent Shane and his partner, Leslie Vann, pursue various leads, they are shocked when the 

investigation takes them from corporate America, to the Hadens-only online space known as “the 

Agora,” to finally landing in “the heart of an emerging new human culture” that is unlike 

anything they ever expected. 

John Scalzi has also written “Redshirts” and “The End of All Things.” All three books are 

available at CDPL. 

 

 

June 30, 2016 



Summer Reading Wrap Up 

By Karen Record 

The Crawfordsville District Public Library children’s summer reading program, “Happy 

Birthday, Indiana,” will come to an end on Tuesday, July 12, 2016. On that day all time logged 

must be turned in by 6 p.m. Then at 6:30 we will have a birthday party for Indiana complete with 

games, a craft, and birthday cake. If you would like to bring a gift (optional), please bring 

something we can take to FISH, the animal shelter, or a bring book for the library. At this time 

there are over 750 children and teens registered for the program. 

Children of all ages have enjoyed doing our Indiana Trivia Sheet and our drop-in craft each 

week. They have also found pictures of Indy 500 racing, children’s authors, bison, and now 

fireworks. Our stuffed Garfield has been hiding every day. He has been in some pretty tricky 

places. We will continue doing story times for the babies on Tuesdays at 10 a.m., the toddlers on 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m., and the preschoolers on Thursdays at 10 a.m. through July 7th. (Our 

regular weekly programming will begin the week of August 15th.) 

Children have brought in 200 “items” to help celebrate Indiana’s 200th birthday. If you haven’t 

been in to see the display, it’s not too late. You can see 200 bouncy balls, crayons, kernels of 

corn, shells, erasers, blades of grass and straws just to name a few. 

Children have painted their handprints on the “bison”centennial bison. It’s still not too late to 

vote for the bison’s name. The last day to vote is Sunday, July 3rd. Come vote for Monty, 

Montgomery, General Wallace, Lew, Husk (corn husk), Henry Hoosier, or Sugar (sugar cream 

pie). Anyone of any age can vote for his name! 

The teens have been reading up a storm this summer. We’ve had over 300 hours read every week 

so far. There is one more activity planned for this age group (ages 12 and up) this summer. Call 

to reserve your spot for making things with duct tape on Saturday, July 9th at 10 a.m. 



The Extra Mile Summer Reading Program will begin on Wednesday, July 13th and run through 

Friday, August 5th. Children may read for an hour and place a ticket (available at the Youth 

Services desk) in the box. A drawing for Barnes and Noble gift cards will be held on Saturday 

morning, August 6th and winners will be notified. 

The Carnegie Museum across the street also has a summer program. If you haven’t been there, 

go check it out. If you find the red stuffed cardinal while you are there; ask the staff for a feather, 

bring it to the library, and collect a prize. 

Just a reminder that the library will be closed on Monday, July 4th. 

 

June 23, 2016 

Local Author: Alison Bliss 

By Lacey Wallace 

“Playing With Fire” is a very captivating and entertaining read. Alison Bliss, a local author, has a 

knack for writing stories that keep you intrigued. She is an absolute natural at intertwining 

wittiness and comedy into her stories. Her slogan captures her style perfectly: “Romance with a 

sense of humor.” 

Anna, the sweet librarian, is a very relatable character with many attributes; she is very 

conservative, knowledgeable, shy, and witty all rolled into one. She’s new in town, but she 

doesn’t plan on sticking around for long. When her crush from the past, the fine smooth-talkin’, 

fire-fightin’ Cowboy, comes by and asks her out Anna says the one word Cowboy just doesn’t 

hear: “No.” Fires immediately ignite around these two as Cowboy attempts to break down 

Anna’s walls. But when the barriers she holds high start to lower, some secrets from her old life 

begin to unravel. Anna is worried about keeping Cowboy safe from her past, but her past is 

quickly catching up to her present. The twists and turns in this book will keep the reader 



completely engrossed and guessing until the very end. Will the fire that started between them 

continue to burn in spite of all the arising complications? Or will Cowboy decide it’s not worth 

the trouble? 

I read Alison’s books and find myself quickly becoming invested in the characters and feeling 

such empathy for how their lives play out in the story. Also, for me, a great book quality is 

laugh-out-loud humor, and for Bliss this quality comes easy. “Playing With Fire” is the second 

book in her Tangled in Texas series, and it’s just as riveting as the first one, “Rules of 

Protection.” It has romance, mystery, and comedy; the perfect combination for a great story. 

Both books in this series are located in the adult fiction collection at the Crawfordsville District 

Public Library. 

 

June 16, 2016 

Vacation reading 

By Kerith Bourff 

Summer is here and vacation plans are being made. What to do? Where to go? If you are a 

history buff, you might be interested in visiting Civil War battlefields. On our new book shelf 

upstairs, we have “The Complete Civil War Road Trip Guide: More Than 500 Sites from 

Gettysburg to Vicksburg,” by Michael Weeks. All the tours described in the book can be 

completed in a weekend, or short three- or four-day trip. 

Starting with the Far West, the author provides information about “People to Know,” “Things to 

Know,” and “Can’t Miss Sites.” Throughout each chapter are highlighted boxes or “Site 

Details,“ that provide specific details for certain parks, such as Prairie Grove Battlefield State 

Park, Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield, and Battle of Lexington State Historic Site. In the 

description of Wilson’s Creek, the author relates that one of the common battlefield problems 

was the color of uniforms. Some Northern and Southern units wore gray, and some units from 

both sides wore blue. At Wilson’s Creek, Northern Colonel Franz Sigel held fire on a gray-clad 



unit, thinking they were Iowans, but alas, they were Louisiana boys who proceeded to drive his 

soldiers off the field. 

Other chapters in the book cover the “The War in the West: Mississippi Valley battlefields from 

Cairo to Memphis”, and then “Vicksburg and the Red River Campaign.” The war along the 

Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, with battles such as Galveston, Sabine Pass, and New Orleans, is 

presented with maps, photos, and interesting historical information, as are all the other sites. 

The war in the East features battles for Richmond and Washington, D.C. In Virginia, trips to 

Manassas, Spotsylvania Courthouse, Brandy Station, the Wilderness, Chancellorsville, and 

Fredericksburg are highlighted. 

“Confederate Invasions of the North” is of particular local interest, since it covers Monocacy, the 

battle in which General Lew Wallace saved Washington, D.C. On July 9, 1864, the outnumbered 

Union troops held back the Confederates from crossing the Monocacy River. Later, as the 

Confederates tried to find another way across the river, hidden Union troops surprised them from 

hiding places in a cornfield and pushed them back. Later that afternoon, the Confederates, just by 

sheer numbers, were able to push the Union troops back and Wallace had to give up ground. 

Wallace withdrew his troops and Confederate General Early chose not to follow. Wallace was 

then able to rush up to Washington, D.C. by train ahead of General Early to defend the city. 

The appendices list battle sites by state, by importance, and by alternate battle names 

(Sharpsburg/Antietam). 

A trip any time to a historical place is enlightening, but a trip to a battlefield evokes feelings of 

awe at the remembrance of those who fell, and the changes wrought by war. Check out these, 

and many other Civil War related resources, at CDPL. 

 

June 9, 2016 

Historical Newspapers 



By Jodie Wilson 

Several thousand issues of historical Montgomery County newspapers are now online, thanks to 

the Crawfordsville District Public Library’s recent Library Services and Technology Act Grant, 

funded by the Institute of Museum and Libraries services. The grant paid $15,938 of digitization 

costs for the project, which has now been uploaded . Digital images of these early newspapers 

can now be accessed through the Hoosier Chronicles website: newspapers.library.in.gov (It is 

easiest to browse collection by title, with titles grouped alphabetically, often by town name.) 

Each year, CDPL is visited by many researchers who study the library’s local historical 

resources, including our newspaper microfilm collection, hoping for a new clue to guide their 

research. Unfortunately, many people live too far away to conveniently visit the library, or have 

mobility issues that prevent travel. The digitization project makes it possible for researchers to 

view published information about the early years of our county’s history – anywhere. 

The newspapers include a variety of titles and time periods. Included in the project were such 

publications as the Crawfordsville Journal (daily edition: 1890-1894; 1,361 issues); 

Crawfordsville Journal (weekly edition: 1853-1902; 1,747 issues); and Crawfordsville Review 

(1853-1899; 961 issues). The Waynetown Banner (1880; 1 issue); the Waynetown Despatch 

(1896-1930; 17 scattered issues including the Centennial edition, published July 25th, 1930); and 

the Waynetown Hornet (1888 & 1893; 5 issues) were also added. 

Issues of the Crawfordsville Record from 1834-1836 (105 issues) were also uploaded recently, 

along with some issues of the New Richmond Record (1900-1901& 1912-1915; 33 issues) but 

these titles were uploaded by the Indiana State Library independent of the recent grant. 

Eventually, the optical character recognition (OCR) version of the newspaper text will be 

corrected to enable key-word searching. The OCR text currently appears garbled due to a variety 

of factors including paper thickness, ink bleed-through and the presence of special fonts in the 

original issues. Text-correction privileges are open to the public, but require that a volunteer 



must register a free account with the Hoosier Chronicles website. Interested? Just select 

“register” in the upper right hand corner of the screen, and follow the steps. Next, click on 

“correct this text” link on the left-hand side of the newspaper view, and type the text as it appears 

on the digital image. Click “save” to save changes. All changes will be reviewed by Indiana State 

Library staff prior to posting. 

Since birth and death records were not systematically kept in the state of Indiana prior to 1882, 

and only unreliably collected for some time afterward, these newspapers may provide the only 

mention of these events still accessible to researchers. We hope that our local community 

members and the descendants of those who once lived here will be able to take advantage of this 

new tool for local history and genealogy research. 

As part of the grant process, we are collecting project feedback. If you’d like to contribute a 

comment, please fill out the survey located at 

http://www.cdpl.lib.in.us/services/reference/hoosier-chronicles 

Have questions about this project, local history, or genealogy in general? Feel free to contact 

CDPL’s Reference and Local History Department at 362-2242 ext. 117. 

 

June 2, 2016 

God’s Smuggler 

By Kerith Bourff 

Andrew loved to run. In fact, he could run for miles and miles without getting tired. As his 

eighteenth birthday approached, his dad told him he needed to decide what he wanted to do with 

his life. Andrew rationalized that his athletic abilities would be advantageous for the Dutch 

Armed Forces. Besides, he longed for a great adventure outside of Holland, mistakenly assuming 

the military would provide that for him. 

He was first stationed in Indonesia where he quickly began to hate himself for doing the things 

he was required to do during a war. He often drank and actually hoped he would die. He even 



began wearing a big, bright yellow hat into battle, hoping it would make him an easy target. 

However, after three years of service, he was shot in the ankle and sent home with a painfully 

injured leg that he was told would never fully heal. 

Back home with nothing to do, bitter about his injury, and in nearly constant pain, Andrew 

continued to drink and was smoking three packs of cigarettes a day. However, he attended a 

revival meeting where he heard a song that would end up being quite prophetic. And even 

though he laughed and smirked in the back seat with a friend throughout the entire service, he 

began reading his Bible. A few months later he gave his life to Christ with this simple prayer: 

“Lord, if You will show me the way, I will follow You.” It wasn’t long before Andrew’s life 

became the adventure his heart longed to experience. Oh yeah, and that bum leg . . . instantly 

healed as he walked home from church one evening. 

As a child, Andrew dreamed of being a spy behind enemy lines. Little did he know, he would be 

working undercover for God behind the Iron Curtain. In his book, “God’s Smuggler,” Brother 

Andrew reveals an awe-inspiring life completely dependent on God’s guidance: a guidance that 

sometimes required minute-by-minute obedience as he crossed the closed borders of Yugoslavia 

and Czechoslovakia with outlawed materials. Sometimes the provisions required to carry out his 

missions would come from people Andrew had just met — or in the mail from people he had 

never laid eyes on. Sometimes God’s answers were creative, sometimes humorous, sometimes 

downright tear-jerking miraculous. 

Occasionally, the chain of events Brother Andrew walked through was difficult to comprehend. 

Andrew never gave up though. For example, after repeated denials for a visa to enter Yugoslavia, 

he knew he heard God telling him: “Today you are going to get the visa for Yugoslavia.” A few 

hours later a letter arrived once again denying him the visa. Andrew grabbed some photographs, 

got on a train to Berlin (he was already in Germany assisting at the refugee camps during the 

Hungarian Revolt) and within the hour was filling out another application at the Yugoslavian 

consulate. The clerk said, “If you will wait sir, I will examine your application right now.” 

Twenty minutes later Brother Andrew walked out of that office with an approved visa in his 

hands — that’s tenacity! 



Now, at the age of 88, Brother Andrew is still “God’s Smuggler” crossing into closed societies of 

Islam, delivering messages and translations of the Bible. To read his amazing story, please visit 

CDPL where the book, “God’s Smuggler,” is available for our patrons. 

 

 

May 26, 2016 

Rules of Civility 

By Lacey Wallace 

Ready for an exciting trip back in time? Let’s wander through the streets of New York City in 

1938, see the go-to hotspots, and meet the eclectic mixture of people walking about. Let’s 

experience the atmosphere of the Depression era through the eyes of a working class woman 

named Katey who mingles, and has the time of her life, with friends of all classes. Amor Towles 

creates a masterpiece and writes with just enough backdrop detail and character attributes that 

you feel you’re there laughing alongside Katey, her roommate Eve, their new banker friend 

Tinker Grey, and anyone they meet along the way. 

The book, “Rules of Civility,” actually starts out in 1966 at the Museum of Modern Art, where 

Walter Evans is debuting for the first time ever portraits he took with a hidden camera on the 

New York City subways in the late 1930s. Katey and her husband Val browse around this social 

gathering taking a good look at each of these almost haunting photos of everyday people 

captured unaware, and without their politely guarded expressions. Katey pauses at two particular 

photos of someone she knew from her past, Tinker Grey. This reminder causes her to flash back 

to Eve before 1938 and reminisce about that distant, exciting time period in her life. 

Meeting Tinker at a New York City lounge on New Year’s Eve turned out to be an opportunity 

of a lifetime for these living-in-the-moment ladies as well as Mr. Grey. Katey and Eve charmed 



him with their quick wit and coy nature, and before long, they were showing him a side of the 

big city that a man in his league never would have known existed. And through Tinker, they 

were able to dip their feet in the pool of luxury while meeting and connecting with an elite and 

very exclusive social circle filled with the ‘who’s who’ of New York. 

Towles’ description of this time period is astounding. He accurately depicts several paintings, 

pieces of popular literature, and beautifully describes the sounds of the jazz music in the 

background throughout the story. The New York City 1930s culture plays out before readers on 

every single page. 

“Rules of Civility” has a few underlying messages lying in wait for the reader to mull over. The 

one I favor is the idea that happiness doesn’t care how much money is in your bank account or 

who your friends are, and sometimes stepping outside of your comfort zone in order to be happy 

is perfectly okay. This book is located in the adult fiction collection at the Crawfordsville District 

Public Library. 

 

May 19, 2016 

Connected to library shelves 

By Jodie Wilson 

Did you ever wonder what brand-new books, CDs, or DVDs have been ordered, or just arrived, 

at the library? Browsing the library’s new shelf doesn’t even begin to show you all the materials 

available because new and very popular items don’t stay on our shelves for long. In this 

situation, knowledge is power:  the quicker you know that a popular new item has been 

purchased, the quicker you can place your hold request to ensure you’ll have it soon, so the 

quicker you’ll be in line to borrow it! But the best news is that now you can be alerted to CDPL’s 



newest items each week, with the most popular items listed first, according to Amazon.com’s 

sales ranking. 

CDPL is pleased to announce a partnership with Wowbrary, a non-profit organization whose sole 

purpose is to help the public take full advantage of the offerings of their local libraries. Each 

Saturday, Wowbrary will e-mail its CDPL subscribers a newsletter with details of our newest 

items. Links in the e-mail newsletter allow the reader to click on the record for the book, CD, or 

DVD for more information about the item, and by clicking on the “borrow” button, a reader can 

place a hold for the item by entering their barcode information and placing a request. When the 

item is available, the library will contact the patron to let them know to stop by and pick it up. 

With this new service, exploring our new items becomes so much easier. Even though it’s 

always a fun experience, there’s no need to make a special trip to the library to take a look at 

every brand-new item.  To see the new DVDs, for example, just click on the DVD heading, 

which lists how many DVD items have been added in the past week, and you will see a list of the 

new items in this category.  There are also categories for Top Choices, which are best-selling 

items at Amazon.com, Non-Fiction, Recreation, Personal Growth, Fiction, Young People, 

eBooks and eAudio materials, Large Print, and Non-English titles. Newest e-magazines are also 

listed for your consideration, through our provider, Zinio, along with important CDPL 

announcements. 

Missed a few newsletters? You can even go back and read the previous newsletters so you don’t 

miss out on something you’ve been waiting on! 

Can’t wait to sign up? Anyone may enroll in the free CDPL service at Wowbrary.org, and a 

CDPL library card is not required to enroll. Simply enter the library’s zip code, which is 47933, 

choose Crawfordsville District Public Library, enter your e-mail address twice, and you’ll be in! 

You may unsubscribe at any point by clicking a link at the bottom of the e-mail newsletter. 

Concerned about your privacy? You can be confident that your e-mail address will not be sold, 

lent, or shared with any other party. Adult CDPL patrons with valid e-mail addresses will be 

enrolled in the service over the next few weeks, but can opt out, if desired, through a link in the 

first e-mailed newsletter. Have questions about the service? Feel free to call us at 362-2242 ext. 

117. 

 



May 12, 2016 

The Carnegie Museum hosts Annual Summer at the Museum program 

By Kat Burkhart 

Can you believe that it is already MAY? 2016 has been a busy year so far and now that families 

are beginning to plan for summer we hope that all local families with pre-school through early 

teen-age students sign up for this fun and free program at the Carnegie Museum. Fight summer 

brain drain and come celebrate Indiana’s Bicentennial with us. 

Five visits to the museum during the summer allow participants to complete a series of five color 

cards of activities and bonus activities will be available for those who finish early. Participants 

can complete an activity set each visit with a prize earned for each one completed. Activities 

vary by age with the younger kids doing different activities than the older ones. All answers can 

be found in the museum, and museum staff are available to give hints and/or explanations. 

Did you know that the Monon Bell Classic rivalry between Wabash College and DePauw 

University is over 100 years old? Or that three library buildings in Montgomery County have 

passed the century mark? How about the fact that Crawfordsville Electric Light and Power, 

Indiana’s first public utility, is 125 years old? 

The program includes learning about famous people with local connections, the current 

exhibition, “Celebrating Centennials” featuring Indiana history and culture and celebrating our 

longstanding cities, towns, churches, businesses and farms. Microscopes, cross word puzzles, 

maps, origami and other fun are incorporated into the activities so that no two color day 

challenges are alike. Kids visit the museum on their own schedule, complete the activities 

(independently or with an adult) and earn small prizes. This generally takes five visits to the 

museum over the course of the summer though museum staff can make accommodations as 

needed. The primary audience for this program is elementary and middle school students, though 



high school students are welcome. The Summer at the Museum program is free and children can 

sign up at any time during the summer. 

The Summer at the Museum program begins Wednesday, June 1st and runs through Saturday, 

August 6th. Groups and individuals can contact the Carnegie Museum at 765-362-4618 for more 

information or to book a tour. 

Admission to the Carnegie Museum is free and the museum is stroller and wheelchair accessible. 

The Museum is open Wednesday through Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm and other times by 

appointment. 

 

May 5, 2016 

Youth Summer Reading Program 

By Karen Record 

The Youth Services Department at the Crawfordsville District Public Library would like to invite 

all children up through the age of 18 to register for the summer reading program starting on 

Tuesday, May 24, 2016.  Indiana turns 200 this year, so our theme is “Happy Birthday, Indiana”. 

To kick off the week we will have several activities to celebrate the 100
th

 running of the 

Indianapolis 500. We will have a drop-in craft during the week (while supplies last), a sign-up 

craft on Wednesday (registration required), and racing fun on Thursday night with track and cars. 

Registration begins Tuesday, May 24, 2016.  Each child will be given a map of Indiana with 

several places to “visit”.  At each location the child will read (or be read to for the preschoolers) 

for 20 minutes. We hope that stopping at all the locations will help the children learn a little 

more about their state of Indiana.  The children earn prizes for every five places they visit.  Once 

they complete the journey, the elementary children will earn a “Happy Birthday, Indiana” t-shirt, 



a book to keep, and a chance to win a bike or an e-reader (donated by the Masons of 

Montgomery County).  The preschoolers will earn a “Happy Birthday, Indiana” book bag, a 

book to keep, and a chance to win a bike or e-reader. 

Each week the children will have the opportunity to learn interesting facts about Indiana by 

completing the Indiana Trivia Fact search.  There will also be a new drop-in Indiana craft to 

make each week (while supplies last). 

There are several family activities during the summer as well.  There will be outside activities 

under the pavilion, Touch-a-Truck, Indiana Jeopardy, Indiana Bingo, and the Celebrate Indiana 

Show by Family Time Entertainment.  Frequently there will be a new picture hunt for children to 

enjoy while they visit the library. We will be hiding a mascot each day for the children to 

find.  Of course, there are always regular things to do while you visit the library like work 

puzzles, color, play games on the computer, and play in the play corner. 

The program for the tweens and teens is different from the younger children. They will keep 

track of time read and place tickets in a bucket for weekly and grand prize drawings.  These 

students will also have the opportunity to do specific reading or tasks to earn extra tickets.  There 

are two craft programs specifically for ages 12-18.  We will have a time for decorating coffee 

mugs and a time for making things with duct tape (registration required for both). 

The program ends Tuesday, July 12, 2016.  All time for reading must be turned in by 6:00 p.m. 

that day, followed at 6:30 p.m. by the finale for summer reading, a birthday party for Indiana 

with games, a craft, cupcakes, and more. 

Please visit www.cdpl.lib.in.us to see the events calendar.  You can also call us at 362-2242 ext. 

115 with any questions or to sign-up for a specific activity. 

We hope to see you this summer (if not before)! 

 

 

April 28, 2016 



By Jodie Wilson 

It must finally be spring! The Saturday Farmers Market is back in business from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

on Pike Street, just outside the library building. If you’re planning on visiting the market, while 

you’re here, please stop by and check out the library’s collections, which are loaded with great 

new items for you. 

Whether you’re planning to grow your own garden produce this year, or purchase someone 

else’s, CDPL has many books on what to do next: “Real Baby Food: Easy, All-Natural Recipes 

for Your Baby & Toddler” by Jenna Helwig has recipes and advice on introducing your child to 

the healthiest age-appropriate foods possible, while eliminating the questionable additives 

normally found in food fed to little ones. Information includes purees for the youngest babies, 

simple recipes such as stews, and even finger-foods to introduce as they grow. Developing a 

taste for the healthiest foods is a great investment in your child’s future health. 

Another great book, “Eat Fresh Food: Awesome Recipes for Teen Chefs” by Rozanne Gold, 

helps to develop both healthy eating styles and some very useful food-preparation experience to 

equip teenagers as they grow into adults. A far cry from a fast-food breakfast, recipes such as 

“Awesome Oats with Green Apples, Dried Cherries, and Sunflower Seeds” will be power to fuel 

any teen through a great day. Other delicious-sounding ideas include “BBQ Onion and Smoked 

Gouda Quesadilla,” “Farmers’ Market Pizza,” and “Juicy Chicken with Roasted Spaghetti 

Squash.” 

For anyone interested in eating less processed food, items such as “The Complete Book of Raw 

Food: Healthy, Delicious Vegetarian Cuisine Made with Living Foods” is available to provide 

over 375 recipes with minimal processing, providing access to the full range of nutrients found in 

foods, while cutting down on consumption of grains, carbohydrates, and sugars. 

Other new items of appeal to those looking to eat local, or be more self-sufficient, include “The 

Postage Stamp Vegetable Garden: Grow Tons of Organic Vegetables in Tiny Spaces and 



Containers” by Karen Newcomb; “Backyard Chickens Guide to Coops and Tractors: Planning, 

Building and Real-Life Advice” edited by David Thiel; “Making Your Own Wine At Home” by 

John Peragine; “The Nourishing Homestead: One Back-to-the-Land Family’s Plan for 

Cultivating Soil, Skills, and Spirit” by Ben Hewitt; and “A Handful of Herbs: Inspiring Ideas for 

Gardening, Cooking and Decorating Your Home with Herbs” by Barbara Segall, et. al. 

Not so concerned with edible gardens? Maybe you’re hoping to create your own personal oasis 

of relaxation at home. Barbara Ballinger and Michael Glassman’s new book, “The Garden Bible: 

Designing Your Perfect Outdoor Space” is another resource full of plans and photographs sure to 

inspire you. “At Home in the Garden” by Carolyne Roehm, is another large book full of 

gorgeous and inspirational garden photographs. 

Please ask for more information about any of the library’s materials by calling 765-362-2242, or 

feel free to ask one of our library staff members on your next visit. We hope to see you soon at 

CDPL! 

 

April 21, 2016 

Fear Hangs a Community 

By Lacey Wallace 

“You tax me for a wizard. You may as well tax me for a buzzard. I have done no harm.” – 

George Jacobs, convicted of witchcraft and hanged August 19, 1692 

In less than six months in the year of 1692, twenty people and two dogs were executed after 

being convicted of witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts; nineteen men and women were hanged 

and one man pressed to death. John Adams described the Salem witch trials as being a “foul stain 

upon this country.” (page 412) Hysteria spread fast and fear increased immensely throughout the 

community. Stacy Schiff details the horror and the stark reality of these Massachusetts trials in 



the book “The Witches: Salem, 1692.” On page one of the first chapter, the reader is made aware 

that the only concrete crime in all of this was “the clumsy administration of justice. Innocents 

indeed appeared to have hanged. But guilty parties had escaped.” It’s almost incomprehensible 

how widespread the accusations became. Schiff notes on page four that although “the exact 

number of those charged with having ‘wickedly, maliciously, and feloniously’ engaged in 

sorcery” is not known, “somewhere between 144 and 185 witches and wizards were named in 

twenty-five towns and villages before the crisis passed.” 

As much as we are all appalled by what transpired, especially when looking at the numbers, 

Stacy points out that in certain cases there might’ve been legitimate reasons for outrageous 

sightings by witnesses during this particular time period. Her example on page eight describes 

New England sky and surroundings at night as “crow black, pitch-black, Bible-black, so black it 

could be difficult at night to keep the path… trees might freely migrate to another location… 

Indeed eyeglasses were rare in seventeenth-century Massachusetts. Hard cider was the drink of 

choice.” 

Reciting excuses in the courtroom like, “the Devil made me do it” were not completely 

unbelieveable to this area where the Bible was read aloud in every house, and the people lived by 

it so rigidly and to the absolute extreme. The supernatural world was as real as the devil himself. 

Imagine fear and hysteria taking hold of a community like this, where “one no more doubted the 

reality of sorcery than the literal truth of the Bible; to do so was to question the sun shining at 

noon.” Pigs, dogs, cats, and frogs were demonic accessories in these witness tales. “Faith aside, 

witchcraft served an eminently useful purpose. It made sense of the unfortunate and the eerie, the 

sick child and the rancid butter along with the killer cat. What else, shrugged one husband, could 

have caused the black and blue marks on his wife’s arm?” (page 8) 

It cannot be stressed enough how enticing this piece of history is written within this book. I 

found myself captivated with Stacy Schiff’s ability to set a scene with ironic quips, direct 

descriptions, as well as her drive to place the reader in that time period in order to sincerely 

understand how these trials came to be a part of our country’s past. “Witches” by Stacy Schiff is 

located in the non-fiction section at Crawfordsville District Public Library. 

 

April 14, 2016 



Don’t miss the library’s events and services! 

By Suzie Baldwin 

The Crawfordsville Library provides many services, which are often showcased here in this 

article.  But, did you know there are special events just for the 18+ crowd?  Book Clubs, Chess, 

Yu-Gi-Oh (and Magic), Scrapbooking, Genealogy Club, Poetry Club, Investment Club, CANS 

(Autism Awareness and Support), DAV and the monthly book sale (2
nd

Saturday of every month) 

all occur. Other events are posted and hosted throughout the month and these events can be 

viewed on the library website under “Events” or in the paper’s “What’s Happening” 

Section.  There have been card-making classes, Paint-In with Mike (Bowman), knitting, author 

talks and an array of programs in the past. 

The Circulation Department just concluded the Adult Winter Reading program called Warm Up 

to a Good Book!  This event lasted six weeks and 68 adults signed up for the fun.  A total of 395 

books were read by the adults with 18 prizes and 1 grand prize awarded.  Coffee mugs full of 

“warm up to a good book” type prizes and a free book were given to the weekly winners.  Items 

like hot chocolate, coffee, hot tea, marshmallows, a pen and notebook, and, of course, chocolate, 

were all stuffed inside the coffee mugs.  Fuzzy socks, gloves, a Winter Reading t-shirt, a Friends 

of the Library bag and a $25 gift card were awarded to Robin Kiger as the Grand Prize. 

At the end of May, please visit the library to sign up for the Adult Summer Reading 

Program.  This year’s theme will be: Escape the Ordinary: Travel the World through 

Books.  Prizes or money have already been donated to purchase the weekly prizes.  Last year we 

were able to give away a canoe trip, oil change, Ziplining, manicure, a Wabash jersey, Vera 

Bradley purses, a bowling pack, tire rotation, golf package, took kit, movie pack, and many other 

exciting items.  Come delight in our summer fun and pick up some great books to read while you 

are here! 

 



April 7, 2016 

Prince of Darkness: Jeremiah Hamilton 

By Kerith Bourff 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, also known as “The Commodore,” amassed his wealth in the railroad and 

shipping industry, and was the first to be labeled a business tycoon. However, when he died in 

1877, another gentleman’s name actually appeared in his obituary, a gentleman he begrudgingly 

respected: “There was only one man who ever fought the Commodore to the end, and that was 

Jeremiah Hamilton.” 

New to the United States and of “lowly” origins, Jeremiah Hamilton assumed the name John 

Jacob Astor for a brief time. It was an astute reporter for the “New York Herald” that eventually 

flushed him out and forced him to reconsider his identity. Jeremiah had carefully selected this 

name because Astor was one of the first businessmen in America to achieve the status and title of 

“millionaire.” Astor originally made his money in the fur industry, but would accumulate most of 

his wealth through real estate. A decade later, Hamilton, following suit, would be the first 

African-American millionaire in the United States. He actually owned stock in the railroad 

companies, which meant he owned trains he couldn’t legally purchase a ticket to ride. 

Hamilton’s prolific earning abilities extended beyond the American railway system. In fact, he 

became a broker on Wall Street: an anomaly that confounds our understanding of life in mid-

nineteenth century America. His keen intelligence and shrewd business sense earned him a level 

of respect not awarded to many of his peers. Unlike later African-American success stories (like 

Madam C.J. Walker who sold beauty supplies to black consumers), Hamilton was a pioneer who 

cut a path through the white New York business world. He even attained a certain celebrity 

status in New York, and earned the nickname, “Prince of Darkness.” Although this title can be 

construed as derogatory, it was not intended entirely the way one might suspect. Hamilton was 

also known to have participated in numerous backroom deals, and in earlier years was connected 

to more than a few counterfeit money-laundering schemes. In all fairness, these types of 



shenanigans were true for many of his white contemporaries, who earned their own dubious 

nicknames. 

Hamilton eventually died as one of the wealthiest black men in American history. At the time of 

his death he was worth over two million dollars, which is equivalent to 250 million by today’s 

standard. 

To read more about Jeremiah Hamilton’s larger-than-life personality in the new book, “Prince of 

Darkness,” written by Shane White, please visit the second floor of CDPL. 

 

 

March 3, 2016 

“The Arc of the Swallow” dissects the world of medicine 

 

By Kerith Bourff 

Some readers may have been introduced to the Scandinavian mystery writer, J.S. Gazan (Sissel-

Jo Gazan), with her first book, “Dinosaur Feather,” which was an international bestseller. 

Fortunately for us, the brave Dane has reentered the world of science with her second work of 

fiction, “The Arc of the Swallow.” In this inoculating installment Gazan expertly dissects the 

world of medicine into some of its gory systems, with the pharmaceutical companies of Tokyo 

being the most gruesome structure, as they are really just well-disguised financial institutions, 

thoughtlessly sacrificing precious lives in exchange for wealth. 

The setting for this suspenseful thriller is Denmark. Deputy Chief Superintendent, Soren 

Marhauge, has stumbled onto the apparent suicide of Dr. Kristian Storm who works at the 

University of Copenhagen in the Department of Immunology. (This is the same University that 

was the backdrop of Gazan’s first book, where the evolution of birds created such a flutter. You 

see, it’s not always the scientific discovery that is hard to believe, it’s the competitive nature of 

science, especially in academia, that can be killer. By the way, J.S. Gazan really did graduate 



from the University of Copenhagen with a degree in biology.) However, Soren doesn’t believe 

the death was a suicide. Marie Skov, a student of the victim, doesn’t believe it was either. 

Marie knew Dr. Storm had discovered substantial evidence indicating that the immunizations 

they were giving the children of Guinea-Bissau and Haiti were not saving lives. In fact, his 

research revealed just the opposite. His numbers proved that DTP-vaccinated children had twice 

the mortality rate as those who were unvaccinated. Of course they were no longer dying of 

diphtheria, tetanus, or whooping cough, but now had an increased risk of dying from a simple 

fever. Storm theorized that DTP vaccinations had an overall negative effect on the immune 

system of these children. 

Storm sent a letter to the World Health Organization and submitted an article to a leading 

medical magazine. However, before his article could be published, someone from the WHO 

submitted their own article discrediting Storm’s current research. Marie, who was writing her 

dissertation, decided to conduct her own research in a lab at the University. Using rats, she 

replicated the vaccination process, and was dumbfounded when her research produced the same 

results. Now she understood why the World Health Organization was attempting to bury the 

results of Storm’s research. Upon WHO recommendations, over 100 million children in 

developing countries are being given the DTP vaccination, making them responsible for the 

deaths of hundreds of thousands of children. Using this additional data, Dr. Storm couldn’t 

understand their refusal to simply recall the vaccinations and stop the process. When they also 

refused his request to pursue further research, he knew there had to be more at stake. He was 

right. And he paid for the discovery with his life. 

“The Arc of the Swallow” can be found on the second floor at CDPL in the fiction section. 

 

March 10, 2016 

Happy Birthday to you, Dr. Seuss! 



By Lacey Wallace 

“Why fit in when you were born to stand out?” — Dr. Seuss 

In honor of Dr. Theodor Seuss Geisel’s 112th birthday (March 2), I’d like to state that he was a 

true one-of-a-kind writer. His rhythm and prose along with the unique characters he brought to 

life made him stand out as one of the best children’s writers of all time. Reading his books as a 

child was always a fascinating and comical experience, and as an adult with children of my own 

it is now a magical rhyming adventure for the whole family. Taking turns reading “Fox in 

Socks” has turned into a competitive game of how long it takes each of us to acquire a twisted 

tongue. 

Dr. Seuss has written much more than just tongue-tying tales, he’s written books for any and all 

occasions. “Green Eggs and Ham” can be helpful for picky eaters, and reading “The Lorax” 

could be an environmental conversation starter. If your child is too well behaved, “The Cat in the 

Hat” could be a mischievous motivator, and, of course, no one has had a bad hair day that 

compares to “Daisy-Head Mayzie.” There are just so many of his books that relate to everyday 

life and help kids picture the silliest scenarios. 

Dr. Seuss’ creativity doesn’t stop at just his writing ability; he drew and painted his own 

illustrations, taking the reader for a visual walk through his imagination. Hardly ever using 

straight lines, his characters were always rounded and structures customarily swaying or 

drooping. Often you can see recurring characters appear throughout the Seuss collection. 

Dr. Theodor Geisel was never one to back down from a challenge. Bennett Cerf, Seuss’ 

publisher, didn’t think Theodor could write a book using fewer than “The Cat in the Hat” 

vocabulary count of 236 words, but Geisel proved him wrong when he wrote “Green Eggs and 

Ham” using just 50 different words. 

He ended up publishing over 60 books, most of which were published under the famous 

pseudonym Dr. Seuss, but others were published under names Theo LeSieg and Rosetta Stone. 



Crawfordsville District Public Library has a wide selection of books by Dr. Seuss, as well as his 

LeSieg and Stone books. 

“Today you are You, that is truer than true. There is no one alive who is Youer than You.” 

Happy Birthday to you, Dr. Seuss! 

 

March 17, 2016 

Don’t miss the “Hoopla” 

By Jodie Wilson 

E-content borrowing at CDPL just got much simpler with this week’s addition of Hoopla, a 

service that offers e-books, e-audiobooks, video, and music – all with one very easy-to-use app. 

Items can be downloaded at the library and accessed later, or streamed directly from the website 

if you have high-speed internet access at home. The Hoopla service was launched at CDPL on 

Tuesday, and is offered by the library’s long-term DVD, recorded book, and music supplier, 

Midwest Tape. Our previous e-book and e-audiobook services will continue to be offered. Set up 

your new e-content account now at hoopladigital.com, and select “Crawfordsville District 

Library” as your home library upon account set-up. 

Hoopla’s collection includes 260,000 music albums, with a wide variety of artists such as Lady 

Gaga, Joey + Rory, Celia Cruz, Trisha Yearwood, The Doors, Enya, The Proclaimers, Kanye 

West, and Elvis Presley. New albums are released on Hoopla the same date they can be 

purchased elsewhere, so there’s no waiting for popular music. 80% of the Billboard Top 200 

Chart content is included in the Hoopla service. (Sony Music, while not available through 

Hoopla, is available through the Freegal music service, also a CDPL offering.) Hoopla’s music 

albums may be borrowed for 7 days. 

http://hoopladigital.com/


The collections of e-books, e-audiobooks, comics and graphic novels all check out for 21 

days.  Materials for children and teens are available for each format, including the e-book junior 

novelizations of “Zootopia,” and “Star Wars, the Force Awakens,” among hundreds of others. Be 

sure to view the choices for each format by going to “Browse all” then to the “Featured,” 

“Genre,” “Popular,” and “Recommended” tabs. Items related to various themes are also available 

under the “Collections” tab. You will also be able to find the most popular titles by searching the 

library’s catalog, which should be updated with the new items within a week or so. 

Streaming video can be borrowed for 72 hours. Movies include “A Walk in the Woods,” “San 

Andreas Quake,” “The Girl on the Train,” “Hatched,” “SpyKids,” “Sriracha,” “The King’s 

Speech,” “Bedknobs and Broomsticks,” and many more. Television shows, documentaries, and 

exercise videos are also offered. New offerings will be uploaded to the service weekly. 

Borrowed materials are returned automatically, so no more worries about overdue fines. 

The current borrowing limit for the Hoopla service is 5 items per patron per month. 

The service can be utilized on a computer, many iPad and iPhone products, as well as Kindle 

Fire HDX, HD8 & HD10 as well as the Kindle Fire (2015) . Android devices running the 4.1x 

OS or newer are supported, including many Samsung Galaxy devices, and many Google Nexus 

devices. Want to check see if your device is supported? Enter this URL in your browser’s 

address bar:http://bit.ly/1R50w72 

But wait, one last thing — before you get too excited, one item is absolutely essential: a current 

CDPL library card. If you live in Union Township, library cards are available free of cost. 

All library cards expire 12 months after the issue date and must be renewed, so if you haven’t 

been to the library in a while, you’ll need to stop in and make sure your library account is current 

before you can set up your new Hoopla account. Have questions? Please call 362-2242, and 

we’ll be glad to help you get started. 

 

  

March 24, 2016 

Escape to Italy, read this book 

http://bit.ly/1R50w72


By Lacey Wallace 

“Here’s to books, the cheapest vacation you can buy.” – Charlaine Harris 

Italy is on my list of places to experience. I want to go there and smell the air, taste the food, 

drink the wine, and see the beauty of the entire country. One of my favorite things about reading 

is that when packing up and going to Italy isn’t an option, as badly as we may want to, there are 

always a few books to soothe the wandering soul. Elizabeth Adler is an international bestselling 

author writing novels set in places we all wish to book for vacation. Adler has a talent for writing 

setting descriptions so vividly, it’s like you’re there walking with the characters through the 

alleys of Rome or the gardens of Amalfi. 

In the novel, “The House in Amalfi,” Lamour Harrington is grudgingly overworked as a 

landscape architect in Chicago and yet has no desire of living her life differently. She lost her 

husband two years ago, and hasn’t been able to come out of her grief.  Her best friend Jammy is 

considerably worried about Lamour and proposes a trip to Italy to bring her out of her funk. It 

isn’t until Lamour finds out about her husband’s secret life that she agrees Italy is just what she 

needs. 

For a short time in Lamour’s childhood years she experienced true happiness with her father, 

Jon-Boy, in Italian cities Rome and Amalfi just freely wandering the outside markets, getting her 

daily cappuccino, and chatting animatedly with neighbors who quickly became extended 

family. Italybecame a special part of her, so going back with Jammy to heal and breathe familiar 

air made sense. 

Returning to Italy brings back a desire that she has suppressed for many years. Lamour’s father 

died in a mysterious boating accident in Italy when she was just seventeen, still in school in 

Chicago. She never went to the memorial service, never delved deeper into what happened as the 

pain of losing him was already too much to bear. However, now that she has a yearning to know 

the details of the events surrounding Jon-Boy’s early demise, unexpected secrets start to come 

out that Lamour had never anticipated. 



Looking forward to traveling sometime, but can’t afford it right now? Well, spring has arrived, 

which means spring break is coming up soon. Reading can be the perfect vacation! So, come 

check out this awesome book as well as other Elizabeth Adler books at the Crawfordsville 

District Public Library. 

 

 

February 25, 2016 

Koppel’s new book: an unsettling read 

By Jodie Steelman Wilson 

When most people think of terrorism, they likely think of bloody surprise 

attacks on unarmed civilians involving trained fighters, assault weapons, suicide bombers, and 

hostages. But journalist Ted Koppel intends to expand that view by calling our attention to a 

scenario we may not have anticipated: the utilization of the internet to deliver the equivalent of a 

“cyber Pearl Harbor” attack. Koppel’s new book, “Lights Out: A Cyberattack, a Nation 

Unprepared, Surviving the Aftermath,” is an unsettling read, intended to make both the 

American public and the government realize that one of the largest terror threats to our country’s 

people may come through a carefully-orchestrated assault on our electrical grid. 

The catastrophic outcome of a large portion of the United States without power could be 

accomplished by computer hackers, an electromagnetic pulse, or physical destruction of portions 

of the power system, and Koppel discusses each possibility. But one of the most disturbing facts 

to come to light is the lack of U.S. government planning to prepare the country for such a 

devastating turn of events. In fact, while Russia and China are believed to have already 

penetrated the power grid control system to discover vulnerabilities, a Homeland Security 

official suggested the public buy a battery-powered radio, an insufficient gesture, to be sure. 



Koppel’s interview with one power company official initially met with a denial of any serious 

threat to the electrical infrastructure. But after discussing the issue with others, the official called 

back to amend his position, and to admit there are significant vulnerabilities. 

Just last December, in the Ukraine, hackers are believed to have taken down electrical service 

using malware, causing 80,000 people to be without power for six hours. While details are 

sketchy, and the US grid has been successful in resisting attack so far, the question is worth 

asking: what would we do if the electrical grid was brought down? What if the power could not 

immediately be restored? For insight, Koppel interviews officials and members of the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which is known for its rare devotion to disaster-preparedness. 

He examines the roots of their ideal of self-sufficiency, which reach back into the earliest days of 

their church history, and turns to individuals and families who are “preppers,” making 

preparations for an uncertain future. 

Koppel ultimately makes a profound point: what an irony it would be, if the most media-

connected civilization in all of history failed to work out a basic survival plan — until the power 

went off, and it was then too late to do so. Regardless of the actions of the government, it is clear 

that many experts feel that each individual and each family should take some reasonable action 

to prepare for an unexpected event. The library is prepared for your questions about this topic 

and many others. Patrons may search our library online catalog by subject heading for books 

about emergency management, disaster planning, and survival. Have questions? Feel free to ask 

our staff for assistance, and we hope to see you soon at the library. 

 

February 18, 2016 

Eric Metaxas does it again 

By Kerith Bourff 

If you enjoyed delving into the lives of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and William 

Wilberforce in the biographies written by Eric Metaxas, then you’re going to do somersaults 



over his newest book, “Seven Women.” In his tenaciously thoughtful manner, Eric has scripted a 

powerful portrayal of seven women and the struggles they endured to become the prodigious 

examples they remain today. 

These women, regardless of age, religion, ethnicity, and socioeconomic background, all shared 

one characteristic — courage. These women had the audacity to confront governments, to 

change laws, to save lives, to keep rising to the occasion, and then simply to keep standing. 

Sometimes the result was the annoyingly predictable social scorn that often accompanies such 

displays of valor, but some paid for their daring faith with their lives. My kind of women, 

hopefully your kind of women, but definitely the kind of women the world still needs today. 

One such character was the feisty Ukrainian aristocrat, Elizabeth Pelinko. Although a brilliant 

writer, she lived a “messy and complicated” life. Liza married and divorced twice, raged against 

the Christian Orthodox Church, joined the Socialist Revolutionary Party and became the mayor 

of Anapa. Shockingly, she left it all behind to become a nun. It was her faith that actually led her 

to confront the church all those years ago, concerned about Christianity becoming “tradition-

laden, wedded to the culture, and ossified — dead and useless.” Desiring her experience to be 

more tangible, Liza wrote, “My spirit longed to engage in heroic feats, even to perish, in order to 

combat the injustice of the world.” Prophetically, Liza joined the French Resistance and was sent 

to Ravensbruck for her stand against the Nazis. It is believed she died a martyr’s death, 

knowingly taking another woman’s place in line as they were marched to the gas chamber. 

Another heroic figure is the French peasant, Jeanne d’Arc, or Joan of Arc. Joan was 12  when the 

“messengers” (angels) first began visiting her. She was stunned when they revealed she was 

going to lead an army. In fact, they told her to carry a very specific weapon into battle. Based on 

their information, Joan sent a letter to the priests at the shrine of Saint Catherine de Fierbois 

instructing them to dig behind the altar where they would find a sword with five crosses 

engraved in it. Understandably amazed, the priests found the sword and sent it to her. 

Joan was eventually captured by the English, labeled a heretic, and tried for witchcraft. The trial 

lasted five horrific months during which time Joan was repeatedly denied her rights. As Eric 

points out, “It is one of the remarkable facts of history that the transcripts of it still survive.” Also 

threatened with rape, she continued to wear her armor as protection against the castle guards. At 

the conclusion of the trial she was asked to sign a contract vowing to only wear women’s 



clothing. Laughing, she signed the letter by drawing a circle with a cross in the middle. The same 

symbol she once used to notify her soldiers that any messages they received should be 

considered null and void. Upon being returned to prison, and again threatened with harm, Joan 

put her armor back on. This act of defiance was all they needed to justify burning her at the 

stake. Through Eric’s tender delivery of her last moments on this earth, the horrors of her 

suffering only serve to clarify the beauty of her sacrifice. 

CDPL has “Seven Women,” as well as “Seven Men,” available for our patrons. 

 

  

February 11, 2016 

Revenge story just in time for Valentine’s Day 

 

By Lacey Wallace 

“Living well is the best revenge.”   – George Herbert 

Valentine’s Day is more than just a holiday for lovers and Cupid’s arrow. What about when 

Cupid gets it wrong? Ex-love deserves a time in the spotlight once in awhile, too; although 

maybe ‘deserve’ is the wrong word. “The Payback Club,” by Rexanne Becnel focuses on two ex-

wives and stirs in the main ingredients for any good story: two cups of cynicism, a few splashes 

of unexpected chaos, 4 tablespoons of hilarious plot twists, and some good ole revenge spread 

out on top. So, bring out the Valentine’s Day chocolate and enter the lives of two women 

scorned, just trying to call it even. 

Joan and Liz are two strangers with a few things in common. These ladies are new members of 

the same gym, recently divorced, and were cheated in their marriages and divorce settlements by 



their despicable husbands. Both trying to cope with the new life they’ve been pushed into, Joan 

and Liz go from discussing their unfortunate similarities in the gym to devising a plot to take 

revenge on their sleazy ex-husbands. They agree to seduce each other’s exes and dump them, 

hopefully giving them a taste of their own life-wrecking medicine. 

Along the way, however, something changes. Liz’s ex, Dennis, gets his girlfriend, Cora Lee, 

pregnant and leaves her with no job and no place to live. Liz offers Cora Lee her spare room, and 

forms a bond to yet another woman Dennis has shoved aside. Joan finds out about her ex, Ed, 

stealing money from several of her accounts and files a lawsuit. Suddenly two detectives are at 

her door informing her that her ex-husband is reportedly missing and she is their prime suspect. 

Rexanne Becnel writes this novel with such genuine characters and an excitingly detailed plot 

that will keep you guessing until the end. Pick up this gem from our fiction collection on your 

next visit to CDPL, and feel free to check out our other expanding collections. 

 

February 4, 2016 

CDPL has another busy year 

 

By Jodie Wilson 

Each February, CDPL provides the Indiana State Library with a report of yearly activity on our 

library’s collection items, programs and services. To briefly summarize, 2015 was another busy 

year for the library and the Carnegie Museum of Montgomery County, which operates as a 

department of the library. The Carnegie Museum set an all-time high for attendance, with 6,244 

visitors for the year. The CDPL entry gates recorded 155,905 visits to the library in 2015. 



The combined number of programs held at the library and the museum was the highest total ever, 

with 755 individual programs held in 2015.  Nearly 21,000 people attended programs at either 

the museum or the library in 2015, an increase of over 5,000 from 2014. 

Of the library district residents (24,587 as of the 2010 census), 62% currently have a library card, 

a total of 15,267 residents.  Another 2,100 non-resident patrons hold library cards. Student 

courtesy cards have been provided to 97 student residents of Coal Creek, Ripley, and Wayne 

Townships. 

The library now owns 127,203 total collection items, including books, magazines, newspapers, 

CDs, DVDs, electronic collection items and artifacts. CDPL materials were checked out a total 

of 155,595 times in 2015. 

Some of our most popular DVD items included “Seinfeld, the Complete Series,” “Game of 

Thrones, Season 3,” and “Foyle’s War,” with 118, 90, and 77 check-outs respectively. Other 

very popular items include “Minecraft: the complete handbook collection,” from our non-fiction 

collection, with 27 check-outs; “Allegiant” by Veronica Roth, from our Young Adult Fiction 

collection, with 40 check-outs; and “Green Eggs and Ham,” by Dr. Seuss, with 28 check-outs, 

representing the most popular item of our juvenile beginner collection. “People” Magazine was 

the most borrowed magazine item, with 275 check-outs among its 52 issues.The most popular 

item of the new adult fiction collection was “14
th

 Deadly Sin” by James Patterson, with 45 

check-outs, and the most popular of the regular adult fiction collection was “All the light we 

cannot see,” by Anthony Doerr, with 24 check-outs. 

Our children’s department leads the way with the heaviest use of collection items. Each book in 

the Juvenile Beginner collection averages 5.6 check-outs per year, Juvenile Media averages over 

5.2 check-outs per year, and Juvenile Board Books average 4.8 check-outs per year. 

Electronic items including eBooks, eAudiobooks, and eMagazines were utilized 2,126 

times.  The Freegal free music service had over 4,800 downloads.  Our database collection, 

including Ancestry.com, Chilton’s Repair database, Heritage Quest, Nineteenth Century 

Newspapers, Rocket Languages, and Morningstar, had a total of nearly 2,000 uses. 

Our library patrons logged 26,667 hours of wireless access in 2015. Our public computers were 

used 28,910 times during the year for internet sessons, with a total of 18,602 hours of use. 



With so many items, programs, and services available for you, we hope you will stop in soon to 

take advantage of all CDPL provides.  Hope to see you soon at the library! 

 

 

January 28, 2016 

Dark and brooding heroes 

 

By Kerith Bourff 

You know that feeling when you open a book and you could positively spit with excitement 

because you just found the next story you’re going to lose yourself in? Yes, that feeling where 

everything else in your life is merely a distraction from your real purpose, which is to sit, and 

read, and pump life into your newly found characters simply by turning each beautiful page. 

That’s the way I feel about “The League: Nemesis Rising” series, written by Sherrilyn Kenyon. 

“The League,” a “New York Times” bestselling series, is classified as urban fantasy. This simply 

means the setting, a modern city-scape, is believable even if the characters are not (unless you 

believe a race of humanoid creatures with fangs truly exists). In comparison, the epic works 

of J.R.R. Tolkien (“The Lord of the Rings” trilogy) and Robert Jordan (“The Wheel of Time” 

series) are considered high fantasy. The characters and the world they inhabit are completely 

fictitious (unless you believe Middle-earth is a real place). There are currently ten books in “The 

League,” with number eleven being released this year. 

Please meet Tayln, Fain Hauk, and Galene. They are the main protagonists in the newest book, 

“Born of Betrayal.” They are sentient beings from Andaria who have fangs, white eyes, grow to 

be the better part of seven feet tall, and are extremely strong. Tayln is the son of Galene and 

Fain. Sadly, Fain, the dark and brooding martyr that he is (I just can’t help myself), doesn’t even 

know he has a son. Having been disinherited by his family in his youth, he has been hiding out 

with the Tavali pirates for the last few decades. 



That is until war breaks out and a rebel group of Andarions called The League, have aligned 

themselves with the Tavali Nation. The League heroically fights against the corruption of their 

government and the assassins they deploy to kill innocent civilians. Tayln, now 20 years old, is 

meeting Fain for the first time. Unfortunately, Tayln can be as frumpy as his father. With good 

reason, I might add. Without a father to claim him, he has been labeled an outcast in a society 

that is heavily entrenched in its own caste system. Although a record-breaking prize-fighter 

bestowed with the nickname Iron Hammer, he had to work twice as hard to obtain his numerous 

awards. After battling his way to the top to be a military officer, an honor that should have been 

his birth-right, his powerfully built body is now covered in scars (another dishonor), and he is 

banned from ever getting married. 

Sounds like Fain should actually be one of the antagonists, but his own life was formed by 

circumstances he was unable to change. Unbeknownst to his family, he was told his brothers 

would be killed if he married Galene. He chose his brothers and a life of dishonor over his own 

happiness. Now, threatened with war, they must all unite to protect the very nation that disgraced 

them all. 

We have a wide selection of Sherrilyn Kenyon books at CDPL. 

  

 

  

January 21, 2016 

CDPL solves Downton dilemma 

By Angela Clements 

January, 2016 is the beginning of the end … the final season of Downton Abbey. 

There is no doubt the conclusion of this British drama phenomenon will leave an entertainment 

void, but don’t despair. The Crawfordsville District Public Library can help with the Downton 

dilemma. 



The end of the series is a difficult and perplexing situation but certainly not hopeless. The DVD 

collection of British television series at the Crawfordsville Library may provide a glimmer of 

hope for fans mourning the loss of their beloved Downton Abbey. 

In such sad times, perhaps the remedy is a comedy. “Are You Being Served? The Complete 

Collection” is a fourteen disc set. The series originally aired on BBC1 between 1972 and 1985. 

There’s plenty of laughter when an unbelievably quirky contingent of sales clerks makes 

shopping at Grace Brothers the comic experience of a lifetime. Another comedy contender is 

“Blackadder Remastered”. This six-disc set of the comedy serial follows the terminally 

treacherous Edmund, Duke of Edinburgh (alias “The Black Adder,” played by the hilarious 

Rowan Atkinson) through time and English history from the 15th century to World War I. 

Immersion in a place and time different than our own is one of Downton Abbey’s greatest 

appeals to its viewers. For those viewers who revel in imagining themselves in different times, 

consider the science fiction adventure series “Dr. Who.” Doctor Who travels around the universe 

and through time to battle evil aliens. His sometimes unpredictable ship, the TARDIS (Time and 

Relative Dimensions in Space) resembles a blue, British police box. The original series was 

relaunched in 2005. The Crawfordsville Library’s “Dr. Who” selection includes seasons one 

through seven from the new series, plus some excellent books on the subject as well. 

A good mystery has great potential for diverting the wits and attention of the distressed Downton 

devotees. This is especially true with “Sherlock”. Benedict Cumberbatch’s frenetic interpretation 

of a modern Sherlock Holmes is truly engaging. Seasons one, two, and three are available at the 

Library. For a serious mystery binge, borrow the twenty-two disc set of Foyle’s War and follow 

the adventures of Detective Chief Superintendent Christopher Foyle in World War II-era 

England. 

There are multiple drama choices for Downton groupies still dubious about the previous 

suggestions. One compelling choice is “Call the Midwife”. Three seasons of this drama follow 

the midwives who deal with all the problems of birth, life and death in poverty-ridden East 

London during the 1950’s. Three nineteenth-century period pieces include mini-series 

adaptations of Jane Austen’s “Mansfield Park” and “Sense and Sensibility” and “Cranford” 

based on three novels by Elizabeth Gaskell. 



If none of these recommendations are suitable for those still seeking solace in the comfort and 

familiarity of the Dowager Countess of Grantham, the Earl and Countess of Grantham, Lady 

Mary, Lady Edith, Carson, Mrs. Hughes, Mrs. Patmore, Anna, Mr. Bates and so many others, the 

Library has just what you need…seasons one, two, three, four and five of “Downton Abbey”. 

  

 

January 12, 2016 

Time to Declutter Your Life 

By Lacey Wallace 

Holidays are over! If you’re like me, that is a major relief. Now it’s time to take down the tree, 

store the decorations, and move the furniture back where it’s supposed to be. It’s also time to 

make room for new stuff that you may have picked up on Black Friday or brought home after 

Christmas. Making room means going through closets, creating a ‘donate’ pile or ‘re-gift’ pile, 

and decluttering the post-holiday mess. It seems like a nightmare of a chore, and getting started 

is often the hardest part; however, you will start to feel lighter and more accomplished after just 

twenty minutes of putting your to-do list into action. 

Sometimes all you need for motivation is a clear idea on how to get it done. CDPL has a 

substantial collection of books on storage, decluttering your life, and even on how to create more 

space by redecorating a room or two. “Downsizing Your Home With Style” by Lauri Ward takes 

you through the step-by-step process of making your stuff look smaller and your space look 

bigger. Lauri gives great ideas on how to live more simply. Just perusing through the pages may 

motivate you to start right away. There’s even a chapter in the back about developing new habits 

such as sorting through junk mail as soon as you receive it, throwing away day-old newspapers, 



and donating or regifting any gifts you are not going to use. That last tip is very relevant for this 

time of year! 

Christopher Lowell’s “Seven Layers of Organization” helps you coordinate in a practical, 

scheduled manner. He breaks down the procedure into (you guessed it!) seven layers: assessing, 

detaching, updating, sorting, building, arranging, and maintaining. He encourages us to start by 

planning a schedule. The idea is not to overwhelm, but to keep us going, and a schedule will help 

everything fall into place. Christopher dissects and thoroughly explains his various layers of 

making our home a beautifully organized place to live. 

We also have quite a few books that are packed full of visual solutions for creating space. 

Browsing the many examples will allow you to open your mind and get inventive! Creativity is 

your friend; don’t be afraid of your instinctual ideas. 

The Crawfordsville District Public Library strives to serve the community in the most efficient 

way possible. Our staff is always more than happy to assist with any questions you may have 

about our collection, services, etc. We welcome you to stop by and take a moment to see what 

we have to offer. We hope to see you soon at the library. 

 

  

January 7, 2016 

CDPL popular place for health-related information 

By Jodie Steelman Wilson 

Finding information on health-related subjects is still a challenge for some consumers today. In 

affluent homes, and among the highly educated, the rate of internet use is nearly 100%. In other 

demographic groups, however, internet use is still not a given. The Pew Research Center recently 



released newly-gathered statistics (June 2015) showing that 15% of all U.S. consumers do not 

use the internet. (See the summary at: http://pewrsr.ch/1LPDFNJ) Senior citizens are the least 

likely group to use the internet, with nearly 4 seniors in 10 still offline in 2015. Educational 

status also is a factor in internet use, with only 66% of adults without a high school diploma 

using the internet. Rural residents are twice as likely than urban dwellers to never use the 

internet, and African-Americans lag behind other racial groups in internet use, with 20% offline, 

but internet usage among Hispanic Americans is only slightly higher, with 18% offline. 

What do these statistics mean for our public library? They mean that although we certainly do 

provide access to computers as a part of our role in the community, we must recognize that not 

everyone has internet experience, or at times even the basic computer skills necessary to use our 

equipment to quickly and independently search for an urgently-needed answer. So we continue 

to provide services we have for over 100 years: a wide variety of current, carefully-selected 

materials, written by experts, to meet the information needs of the variety of demographic groups 

in our community. These materials are available to be checked out, free of cost, to all those who 

reside in the library’s taxing district. Live outside our service area? You can still come and refer 

to our materials in the library building, or purchase a library card to allow you to borrow the 

materials. Have a question? Please ask! Our staff are here to help you find the information you 

need, and are happy to help you. We even offer free computer training periodically, so please ask 

us the next time you’re here if you’re interested. 

If you have not visited the public library recently, we’d love to invite you to come try us out. 

Over the past few years, great changes have occurred in the collections, and improvements 

continue. Specifically on health-related subjects, we are alert to add new materials on emerging 

subjects, and to update the items available on the same diseases that have always been a threat to 

public health. For example, new additions published in 2015 include: “Cancer: The Emperor of 

all Maladies,” a PBS DVD that provides a history of the disease, and the hope that we’re at the 

brink of discovering how to survive it; Dr. Susan Love’s Breast Book, the revised 6th edition, 

providing background for readers with breast cancer diagnoses; “Out Came the Sun: Overcoming 

the Legacy of Mental Illness, Addiction, and Suicide in My Family” by Mariel Hemingway; 

“Outsmarting Alzheimers: What You Can Do to Reduce Your Risk,” by neurologist Kenneth 

Kosik; “Help Your Teenager Beat an Eating Disorder,” by M.D./Ph.D James Lock; “Common 

Sense Pregnancy: Navigating a Healthy Pregnancy and Birth for Mother and Baby,” by Jeanne 

http://pewrsr.ch/1LPDFNJ


Faulkner and Christy Turlington; “The Eldercare Consultant: Your Guide to Making the Best 

Choices Possible,” by Becky Feola; “Self-Injury: The Ultimate Teen Guide,” by Judy Dodge 

Cummings; and “Yoga for Health: Diabetes,” a DVD intended to help your body to manage 

diabetes better. This list is just a fraction of the health-related titles for this year; we have 

hundreds of brand-new books and DVDs on a variety of subjects including exercise, optimal 

nutrition, mental health, relationships, and much more. 

Have questions about our collection? Please give us a call at 765-362-2242 ext. 117. We look 

forward to seeing you soon at the library. 

 

tel:765-362-2242%20ext.%20117

